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ment policy. I am not geoing to labour
the position. Mr. Moss's speech dealt
with it so fully, and so ably, that I am
satisfied no hon. member will have any
diffienlty in deciding as to his duty. T am
certain that the great majority of this
House must condemn this policy; they
wnst, in the dignified way of this remon-
strance, indieate to the public the danger
of allowing Ministries to depart from the
safeguards of the Constitution and he-
come a law unto themselves. At a later
stage, when the general question is before
the Honse, I shall desire to make a few
friendly supgestions to Ministers, but T
will not bring them into this speech on
the amendment to the Address-in-reply.
T want only to urge on all members the
duty of piving a public judgment on this
question, It is too serious for any hon.
member to fail to indicate his judgment.
T hope that when the amendment is put
the great majority of this House will put
on the records of the Chamber their em-
phatic condemnation of such unconstitu-
tional procedure.

On motion by Hon, J. D. Connelly, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.32 p.m.
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‘The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers,

PAPERS PRESENTED.
_ By the Minister for Mines: Annual re-
port of Departwent of Mines, 1911.

By the Attorney General: 1, Report
on the Tducational organization by the
Inspector General of Sehools; 2, Regu-
lations relating to eduecation,

By the Honorary Minister: 1, New
regulations under the Medical Depart-
ment; 2, New port regulations; 3, By-
laws of the Meekatharra local board of
health.

QUESTION-—GOLDFIELDS WATER
BUPPLY, FARMERS' CONTFER-
ENCE.

Mr, MONGER (without notice) asked
the Minister for Works: Is it the inien-
tion to eall another eonference of farmers
and settlers in regard to the Goldfields
Water Supply Act Amendment Act, 1911,
as promised on the 22nd April last, and
when ?

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS re-
plied: I am getting data and T am com-
municating with the various local bodies
at the present time, '

QUESTION—ASYLUM IF'OR THE
INSANE, CLAREMONT.
Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Honorary
Minister: 1, Is there any system of clas- .
sification of inmates of the Claremont
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Asylum, if so, what is the system? 2, Are
steps taken to ensure that patients whose
mental illness may be of a slight or tem-
porary nature are not brought into con-
tact with confirmed lunaties? 3, If net,
is it the intention of the Government to
introduce such a reform at the asylum?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) replied: 1, Yes, the patients at
Claremont hospital for the insane are
classified. On the male side are six de-
tached blocks, ocenpied as shown here-
under:—No, L.—Quiet and chronic cases;
No. 2—Recent and acute cases; No. 3.—
New cases, and sick and infirm; No. 4—
Epilepite and general paralysis of the in-
sane; No. 5—Violent and noisy cases;
No. 10.—TFor quiet patients who work
well, many of whom are deiached. On
the female side the same conditions pre-
vail, except thal there are nof the same
number of buildings; but the guestion of
providing these is under epnsideration.
2, Cases of temporary and slight nature
are kept with the guiet patients in the in-
firmary if their behaviour warrants it. Of
course many cases of temporary illness are
very violent and neisy, and cannot be
kept in the infirmary until they improve.
3, Answered by Nos. 1 and 2,

QUESTION—TRADES’ AND
WORKERS HALLS.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS asked the Treas-
urer: 1, What amount of money was
cranted towards defraying the cost of
erecting trades’ halls at Fremantle and
Kalggorlie? 2, What was the value of
the iand granted for the purpose of erect-
ing trades’ halls thereon at Fremantle
and Kalgoorlie? 3, What was the amonnt
of money, and valoe of land granied for

the purpose of workers’ halls throughout
the State? 4, By whom were the varous
grants made?

The TREASURER replied: If the
hon. member will move for a return in the
usual way the information will be sup-
piied.
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QUESTION—COLLIE COAL AND
STATE STEAMERS.

Mr. A, A, WILSON asked the Pre-
mier: 1, As Collie coal has proved itself
satisfactory for bunkering purposes, is it
the intention of the Government to use
Collie coal exclusively for all ships under
Government control? 2, Has the Govern-
ment given directions to the shipping
authorities to nse Collie coal exelusively?
If not, will they do so?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2,
Owing to a number of difficulties which
present themselves at present, the Govern-
ment has not given directions that Collie
eoal is to be used exclusively, but the ship-
ping authorities have been requested to
make use of the loeal coal as much as pos-
sible, and these instructions will be rigidly
carried out,

QUESTION—HIGH SCHOOL GRANT.

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Premier:
1, From what date has the Perth High -
8chool received the annual grant of
£1,0009 2, What amount was previously
paid, and for how long? 3, What assist-
anee, monetary and otherwise, has the
school received exciusive of the annual
grants? 4, In view of the fact that there
are several eolleges, in addition to the
State Secondary School, performing simi-
lar functions to the High School, will the
Premier inform the Hounse why this school
should continue to receive special treat-
ment.

The PREMIER replied: 1, From lst
January, 1893. 2, 1876, £700; 1877, £600;
1878 to 1897, inclusive, £500 per annum.
3, £2,000 as a speeial grant, 1897-8. 4,
This matter is now under consideration.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE DOCK
BORING.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Minister
for Works: 1, What number of bores
were made on the site of the Graving dock
at Fremantle before that site was recom-
mended as switable? 2, To what depth
was such horing made?



g : ' (9 Juuy, 1912.)

The JMINISTER FOR WORKS re-

plied: 1, Seventy. 2, From a minimum

" of forty-one feet to a maximum of seventy
two feet below low water, ~

QUESTION—RAILWATYS, SUB-
URBAN SERVICE.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Minister
for Rallways: Is it the intention of the
Railway Department to accelerate the
speed of the Perth-Fremantle snburban
train serviee when the work of re-grading
the line is completed?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: Owing to the many stops it will
not be possible to accelerate the speed very
much. When the work is finished it will
he possible to inerease the accommodation
on the trains; thiis has been urgently re-
quired for some time,

QUESTION — SAVINGS BANK,
STATE AND COMMONWEALTH.

Mr. WISDOM asked the Premier: 1
Is it the intention of the Government to
hand over the business of the State Sav-
ings Bank to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment? 2, If so, on what terms?

The PREMIER replied: The guestion
of the future control of the Savings Bank
is now receiving the attention of the Gov-
ernment.

QUESTION—GOVERNMENT HOUSE
AND MINT GROUNDS,

Mr. ALLEN asked the Premier: Are
the grounds known as Government House
grounds and the land upon which the
Royal Miut is built controlled by the Im-
perial or State Government?

The PREMIER replied: The Govern-
ment Domain is a permanent reserve, elas-
sified as of Class “A” under “The Per-
manent Reserves Act, 1899.” The Perth
Mint is a brancs of the Royal Mint in
England, established by a Proelamation
of Her late Majesty Queen Vietoria, dated
the 13th October, 1897.
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QUESTION — PERTH TRAMWAYS
PURCHASE.

Mr. ALLEN asked the Premier: 1,
Have the Government paid anything to
the Perth Electrie Tramways Limited for
the optien to purchase their concession?
2, If so, what amount.

The PREMIER replied: 1, No.
swered by No. 1.

2, An-

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motiens by Hon, FRANK WILSON,
leave of absence for one month granted to
Mr. Male and to Mr. Harper on aceount
of urgent private business.

On motion by Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON,
leave of absence for three weeks granted
to Mr. Price on aceount of urgent private
business, '

OBITUARY—HON. F. H. PIESSE.
C.M.G.,, LETTER IN REPLY.

My, SPEAKER: I desire to inform
hon. members that I have received a letter
from Mrs. Piesse, the widow of the late
Hon. F. H. Piesse, C.M.G., whiel I shall
read—-

Kobeelya, Katanning,
July Sth, 1912,

Dear Sir,—I beg to gratefully ack-
nowledge the receipt of your kind letter
of the 4th instant. On behalf of my-
self, family, and relatives I desire to
sineerely thank, yon, Mr. Speaker, and
the members of the Legislative Assem-
bly for the marked sympathy shown in
our reecent sad bereavement, We all
readily appreciate the respect shown to
my late husband in the readiness of

Parliament to place on record its ve-

cognition of services rendered by him to

the State, as expressed in the resolu-
tion passed by the Legislative Assem-
bly and which you so kindly sent to
me. Yours sincerely, Mary J. Piesse.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day. -
Debate resumed from the 4th July
on the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.
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» Mr. MITCH_ELLE(Northmn) : This
Speech may be described as one of
tength without breadth. It does contain
some small amount of comfort to the
people of the country, but for the most
part it is without merit, The hon.
member who proposed the Address-in-
reply did very well indeed. At any
rate, he endeavoured to inform this
House as to the requirements of the
great northern districts which, I daresay,
he understands well. The seconder of
the address, who, of course, has been
longer in Parliament, and whose eloguence
is very well understood, made a much
more flowery speech, but 1 want to
congratulate the member for Roebourne
on the fact that his speech supplied
more information to the House than
the longer and more clogquent speech of
my friend the member for Forrest,
During the past few days we have
seen a considerable waste of time occas-
ioned by the partisanship on the Govern-
ment side of the House. The member for
Forrest statéd that the members on this
side consisted, for the most part of sound
business men, and I venture to say that if
he will contain himself for & while he will
find that dwing this session they will
fulfil their duty as they did last session.
T ask him to remember, also, that even
if one is eloguent, he does not necessarily
possess all the wisdom, eand that there
are members on this side just as ex-
perienced and just as wise as he is,
although they may not be so fluent in
giving expression to their thoughts. The
Premier in his remarks said that the
speech was one ‘‘full of meat.” and
and that farmers had so described it.
I think I have heard the member for
Subiaco use those words, and T venture
to say that no farmer in the land under-
stands them. That is a phrase used
by journalists. To say that & thing is
“full of meat” means that it is full
of good things, and if the Premier were to
ask the journalists, who know the meaning
of the phrase, to judge, they would say
the very reverse, and the farmers, I know,
are greatly disappointed except in regard
to the railway proposals. I want to say
that I approve entirely of the provision

that is to be made for the construction of
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agricultural railways, and of the irriga-
tion scheme that is to be undertaken.
1 beliove that irrigation is absolutely
necessary in this country which has such
a high temperature. There are many
other proposals in regard to which we
have not been supplied with information,
the Premier not having seen fit to take
us into his confidence. This is re-
grettable, seeing that it relates to the
expenditure of money bhelonging to the
people, and there can be no reason for
secrecy, particularly in regard to the
negotiations with the Commonwealth.
In any case it is always a pity forfa
Minister not to take the House into his
confidence, especially when a negotiation
is completed. Questions were asked on
various matters and answered in such
a way by Ministers as to give no inform.
ation. On the great question of finance
little has been said by the Premier, but
the Government will find that that is
their great trouble. It has heen the
experience of past Labour Governments,
that finance is their principal trouble,
and that whatever else they might
succeed in, they were usually in diffi-
culties with the finances. Finance is
the beginning and the end of all things
and so their weakness soon finds them
cut. I want to give the House some
figures in regard to the financial situation,
During the eleven months ended with
May, 1911, the leader of the Opposition
(the then Colonial Treasurer), collected
£3,371,303, whilst for the eleven months
of last year the present Treasurer collected
£3,415,535 or £80,232 more than was
collected in the previous year. The
expenditure, however, tells a very differ-
ent tale. For the eleven months of
1910-11, while my f{riend, the leader
of the Opposition, was Treasurer, the
expenditure was £3,316,473 as against
£3,647,547 during the eleven months of
last year.

Mr. Carpenter : That was not deferred
expenditure.

Mr. MITCHELL : The hon. member
will hear enough about that deferred
expenditure before I have finished.
Inany case, it is an infinitesimal thing
compared with the amount of £331,000
spent by the present Treasurer more
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than by my friend, the leader of the
Opposition. That is the point that the
people must consider. They must re-
member that the expenditure is on
an extravagant scale, and ask themselves,
what has become of it. No one objects
to expenditure if it produces something,
but they do object to expenditure that
gives so little result.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs:
farmers.

Mr. MITCHELL : I have asked the
farmers, and they say that the money
has not been wisely expended. Of this
amount of £331,000, £50,000 has been
spent in providing water for farmers.
‘We are told that the expenditure has been
enlarged by £80,000 by the increase in
salaries and wages—rightly given too,
I believe, the only thing is they have
probably not given enough—Dbut if these
two itemns are put together there is
still an amount of £200,000 unaccounted
for. Tt is true that the railways ran an
axtra 200,000 train miles in carrying
water to farmers, costing sey £40,000,
but thet is doubtless included in the
£50,000 for the provision of water to
farmers. If it is not, and the farmers
have to pay £90,000 for water alone
they will not bless the present Govern-
ment. Seed wheat, of course, has been
supplied to farmers, but it has been
purchased entirely from loan, end the
seed wheat, fertiliser, and hay that
have been supplied did not interfere
with the revenue. I am anxious for the
public to realise that the present Treasurer
had , £80,232 more revenue than the
leader of the Opposition, when he was
Treasurer, and yet he has spent £331,074
more., While the leader of the Opposition
for the eleven months effected a surplus
of £54,830, the Premier (the present
Treasurer) shows a difference of £196,012
between his revenue and expenditure.
These figures will surely appeal to the
people of this country. They will con.
vince the people that, while the Treasurer
has experienced a bad year, he was not
justified in charging the previous Govern-
ment with having saddled him with a
large amount of deferred expenditure .

Mr. Gill :
of the Auditor General.

You ask the

It was only the statement .
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Mr. MITCHELL: It was nothing
of the sort. The Premier spent a lot of
time in eccusing the leader of the Op-
position of having written & minute
which was understood by the depart-
ments to be an instruction to carry
forward expenditure from the year
1910-11 to the year 1011-12, in order
that the previous financial year ‘could
thereby be closed with a surplus. This,
of course, is absolutely contrary to fact,
and the “accusation has just as little
foundation as that other accusatign
made by the Premier last year when
he said that the late Government deceived
the House in regard to Ministerial salaries.
I have no doubt at all that when I have
finished hon. members opposite will
resent the statement he has made just
as they resented his statement with
regard to the Ministerial salaries on that
oceasion.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The Premier
proved it.
Mx. MITCHELL: ©Perhaps to the

satisfaction of the hon. member, but
that is not a very difficult matter. At
any rate, the statement of the leader
of the Opposition was accepted by hon.
members with a result that all must
remember. These charges have just as
little foundation as had those charges
on that occasion, and when I have
finished, members will, I feel sure, show
their independence and their desire
to have a fair discussion. "I am en-
deavouring to show that there has been
deliberate misrepresentation on this oe-
casion just as there was on that previous
occagion. Now the minute which the
Premier pretended to quote from, and
which he has since kindly placed at the
disposal of my friend, the leader of the
Opposition, is dated—will members be-
lieve it '—the 20th September, 1911.
This minute that was supposed to have
influenced the expenditure of money
and the collection of revenue, and to
have affected last year’s finances, is
dated thres months after the financial
year closed.

Mr. A. A. Wilson:
to the election ?

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): The first excess in your own

Was it previous
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department was for four months' ex-
penditure last year.

+ Mr. MITCHELL : I do not mind that
very much ; it ought to have been paid
before the end of the year, just as
perhaps some of the expenditure which
the hon. member has incurred should be
paid now. The minute by the late
Premier reads—

. The daily card showing revenue

" and expenditure returns is not prom.

"ising. Every effort must-be made to

collect ag much revenue as possible this
month and te¢ keep down revenue
expenditure, as I am extromely anxious
to have the deficit wiped out, if
possible.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : That was just before the election.

Mr. MITCHELL : The then Premier
was drawing a salary, and he had a
duty to do to serve the country. The
minute continues—

I desire to have an estimate of
probable expenditure up to the end
of the year, both Loan and Revenue, as
mentioned to you & week ago, as I am
leaving town to-morrow night for
Albany, and must see how we propose
to finance.

So destitute of argument was the Proemier
that he used this minute to show that
the late Colonial Treasurer had by it
endeavoured to infiluence the amount of
money -spent from revenue during the
year 1910-11,

Mr. Underwood : He lost his halo.

Mr. MITCHELL : The hon. member’s
leader never had a very glorious one.
At any rate, the public of this State will
be surprised to find that the Premier,
who draws £1,500 a year to lead the
House—

Mr. Ceorge: No, to mislead it.

Mr. MITCHELL : The public will be
surprised to find that he has heen guilty
of this misrepresentation. The minute
dated 20th September is made by him
to refer to a time before the financial
year closed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin {Honorary Min-
ister): That is the minute with which
you wanted to arrange the finances
before the election. v
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Mr. E. B. Johnston :
not take.

Mr. MITCHELL : The bait that did
take was very unpalatable anyhow.
Let me repeat that this minute was
dated 20th September, 1911. Members
raust recollect that the leader of the
Opposition was in England just before
the close of the last financial year,
and could not have written the minute,
but nothing deterred the Premier from
using it. I sympathise with the
Treasurer, he has financial troubles,
but he should face them squarely.

Mr. Swan: Who told you ?

Mr. MITCHELL : Every statement
that the Premier publishes tells it,
but he should endeavour to face the
situation fairly. There is nothing
in having & deficit and if the Treasurer
cannot help it he should face the situa-
tion. But there is every reason
why members of the House should resent
the misuse of & minute as on this occasion
for there may be no end to this kind of
thing. The Ministry ere in possession
of every file in the department, and they
have control of every officer. They can
be absolutely accurate and they should be
absolutely accurate. I wish it were
possible for me to make the Premier feel
that to have used: this minute is a breach
of privilege that he will find it difficult
to explain away when he gets before
the electors. Whet are we $o expect
if Ministers are so willing and ready to
misquote and cover up their misdeeds by
accusing others ? I warn Ministers that
this will come home to roost sooner
or later. It cannot go on; if they
continue to deliberately misquote, they
will be found out. Here we have the
Premier using a minute that was made
three months after the close of the
financial year to show that the expend-
iture was held over in order that we
might make & surplus. It is impossible,
I know, to make some people ashamed of
their behaviour. There were many min-
utes written by the leader of the Op-
position when he was Colonial Treasurer
urging economy, end so successful was
he that he financed this country in
a way which is altogether beyond the
possibilities of the present Treasurer,

The bait did
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His minutes are not all available because
the files have been lost, but Mr. Wilson
urged economy and that has been shown.
The Premier in his remarks said the
deficit was mounting up year after year
during the time my friend had con-
trol of the Treasury. If the Premier
hed turned back the records he would
have seen that the largest deficit which
this country has ever known was in
the year 1904-5, when the Labour
party was in office, and then the deficit
amounted to £129,885 for the year.
It is true they expended £129,885 more
than they received, but they ocreated
& deficit., They started that year's
work with & credit of £83,364 and
finished with a deficit of £46,521. Until
we reached these past 11 rmonths there
had been no peried in the history of this
country when the deficit wes greater
than that found during the year the
Labour party were in power previously.
For the past 11 months just closed there
is & deficit of £182,715, and if you take
the credit balance that my friend, the
late Premier, left to the 30th Juns,
which amcunted to £13,000, that shows
that they have gone to the bad to the
emount of £195,715. The largest deficit
during the time we were in office was
in 1909, when it amounted to £101,537.
That was the largest deficit ever made
during the reign of the Liberal Govern-
ment. In 1910 there was a credit balance
on the year's operations of £209,000.
The accumulated deficit of £102,000 was
not wiped cut but on the year’s operations
there was & credit of £209,000. In 1910-
11 there was ® credit on the year's
operations of £115,191. The public, per-
haps, will now compare the work of the
leader of the Opposition with that of
the present Treasurer. The credit last
year was £115,191, while there is a debit
on the operations of the past 11 months
of £195,715. There is snother state-
ment in the Premier’s speech, and indeed
it has been stated all the time by members
opposite, whenever they thought of
finance, that the farmer is causing all
the trouble. The farmer is made to
bear the burden of it all. All the blame
is centred on the farmer. First

there is the question of water supply.
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which has costT£50,000 ; then we have
geed wheat and fertilisers costing enother
£45,000. I wonder if these samounts
affected the balanceat all. AsfarasIcan
ses from the statement the amounts have
been charged to loan. It would be
interesting to know if the Railway Depart-
ment has collected the few shillingg
for the cartage of water to the farmers.
Ministers opposite will be able to te

us whether the railway revenue has
been made to stand the strain of the
water supply to the farmers. No doubt
the Railway Department has been re.
couped, and the whole expenditure, no-
doubt, in connection with the assistance-
to farmers has been borne by loan. If
that is so, snd after all the help given
to the farmers does not amount to much,
why have we not been told that it is
s0 ? The Premier said that his deficit
had been incressed by the fact that
accounts that should have been paid
were carried over from last year. The
aoccounts are always carried over ; there
are outstanding accounts to-day and
no doubt there will be people com-
plaining around the Treasury offices.
because they have not been paid certain
accounts during the last few months.
It is impossible for all the accounts to
be paid before the close of the financial
year. I remember, when Mr. Gregory
was acting for the leader of the Qpposition
he asked that all accounts should be paid
before the end of the last financial year.
That may seem possible to some people
but Ministers cannot get in their accounts.
Can the Minister for Works get in
accounts for works which are carried
out at Roebourne and other far distant
places ? People will 'not send their
accounts in. The system is this: the
department supplies the Auditor General
each year with a statement of accounts
outstanding, as far as it is possible..
Last year the department stated that
there would be £25,140 owing, but-
the Auditor General put the amount
down at £53,500. There is mno-
Minister sitting on tha Treasury
bench who can tell what amounts are
owing in his department. Just imagine-
the Premier keeping the Treasury books,
it is simply nonsense. The country is.
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asked to beliave that the leader of the
Opposition paid no heed to finance, but
the result speaks for itself. There was
& credit balance at the end of the last two
years but there has been an enormous
debit balance during the past few months,
since the present Ministers have been
in office. History repeats itself. In any
event it is true £53,509 was outstanding,
and if we give them all that, they have
still £150,000 that is not accounted for,
and to that amount we may add the
money expended from loan, which we
thought was spent from revenue, to he,p
the farmers. I venture to say there
will be as much outstanding at the end
of this yvear as there ever has been
before.

The Minister for Lands: I venture to
say there will not.

Mr. MITCHELL: I venture to say
there will, becanse every department
except the Mines Department shows an
increased expenditure. They have been
spending money {fairly recklessly, and
the accounts will not be got in with
very great energy by the officials. Every
department shows an increased ex-
penditure. True, the Mines Depart-
ment shows a decrease of £21,000, and
it will be strange indeed, with this
enormous expenditure going on, to find
that there is not as much outstanding
as there has been in previous years.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs : Did you not issue in-
structions that smell accounts were not
to be paid before the end of the financial
year ?

Mr. MITCHELL : Who issued those
instructions ?

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: You did.

Mr. MITCHELL: I have read the
statement to the House showing that
the minute was dated the 20th Sep-
tember last, and it did not say, “Do
not pay accounts,”’ but it said °*‘ Keep
down the expenditure.”

Mr. B. J. Stubbs : How did the heads of
departments interpret it ?

Hon. Frank Wilson: How can that
affect last year’s balance ?

The Attorney General : It affects this
year's.

Mr. MITCHELL : The expenditure of
money is one thing, the paying of ac-
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counts is another, as everyone knows.
The expenditure was ordered to be kept
dovwn, that is, that departments were to
be careful. Would it have heen pos-
sible for the late Colonial Treasurer to
have acHieved his object, to square the
finances, if he had not insisted on the
expenditure being kept down ? And
he insisted that the trading accounts
should be made to pay as far as possible
and that all other revenue shouid be got
in. The Premier cannot get away from
the charge I have levelled against him
of having guoted a& minute that he knew
had nothing to do with the case. He can-
not get away from the fact that he deliber-
ately made a misstatement in connee-
tion with these instructions. It is a
desperate state of affairs to find a Pre.
roier so far forgetting the office he
occupies as to descend to these tactics,
He zays that he is issuing instructions
and that he is going to straighten the
finances. He 1is quite satisfed that
issuing instructions and a few circulars
will do the whole thing. He says that
he has issued instructions that for the
future will guarantee thers will be no
waste. Those instructions go to the
people who keep the hooks, but
the Premier will not achieve any
result. The fact that the finances have
drifted to such an extent during the
last eight months shows what little
influence the Premier has had over his
colleagues. I suppose the instructions
have gone to them also. The Premier
referred to the transfer of salaries. T
want to show what little thought is
given to this. Apparently some per-
manent officer has left and some tem-
porary officer has been taken on. The
vote is on the Estimates Ior the per-
manent officer, and cannot be used for
the temporary officer, so apparently
the vote for temporary officers had to
be excessed. Does it matter whether
the money is paid from the one or the
other ? It does not affect the balance
in any way.

The Minister for Lands: Temporary
officers are often paid more than per-
manent officers.

Mr. MITCHELL : Do you object to
that 1
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The Minister for Lands : No, but you
said it would not make any difference.
Tt will make a difference.

Mr. MITCHELL : It will not make up
the £196,000 difference on the year's
transactions.

The Minister for Lands: It is
material what difference it makes, so
long as it makes a difference: The hon.
member said it made none.

Mr. MITCHELL: I suppose there is
no officer receiving less than 10s. a day
whose place is filled by & temporary
officer.

The Minister for Lands: Temporary
officers are getting 1lls. a day.

Mr. MITCHELL : The Premier will
have wus believe that money was paid
away—as he paid awey money for
steamers—and not charged up. Money
expended must he charged to some vote.
I suppoese the Premier has paid for the
steamers out of the Treasurer’s Advance—
I believe he said he did—if so, and it is
not charged up, the amount should be
charged up to revenue. The Premier
insinuated that expenditure was not
properly charged up during the time of
the late Government. Of course it is
ridiculous ! When money is paid away
there must be a debit somewhere. Then
there is the old story again, * We should
have all the accounts managed by the
Treasury,” I have heard that time and
again.

+ The Premier : They wanted it in your
time.

Mr. MITCHELL : No.

The Premier : They wanted it badly.

Mr. MITCHELL : Tt is very easy to
say that. The figures show that I did
very much better than any other Minister
controlling the Lands and Agricultural
Departments. It is.the old story, * We
will straighten things up by transferring
the control of all accounts to the
Treasury.”” I have heard it time and
again for many years. The Tressury
are bankers for the different depart-
ments, and, unless the Treasurer in.
duces the other Ministers to join with
him in endeavouring to straighten the
finances—and he has got them into a
mess, and they need straightening out—
he” will get nothing done. There has

im-
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been not much control. The last eight
months do not say rnuch for the Trea-
surer. Where has the £350,000 expen-
diture for catrying water to the farmers
been charged to? Is it charged to
loan ? Of course, the Premier will not -
answer ; he will never answer anything.

The Minister for Mines: I will answer
it. It is not charged to loan. The
Premier said that the bad season re-
sulted in the loss of £50,000 to the Rail-
way Department.

Mr. MITCHELL : The railwayvs have
earned £30,000 more revenue than they
earned last year. ’

The Minister for Mines: They could
have earned more and still have lost
£50,000.

Mr. MITCHELL : The DIremier said
he ran 295,000 train miles more than
in the previous year, and that 240,000
train miles of this were run to supply
farmers with water. It costs about 3s.
a mile to run a train. T suspect the
£50,000 has been covered by a debit to
loan.

The Premier : No, it 1s a loss to rail-

way revenue.
" Mr. MITCHELL: The £50,000 has
been expended in carrying water te the
farmers, and the farmers have to pay it.
Someone has to collect it, whether it be
the Railway Department, the Agricul-
tural Department, or the Water Supply
Department. If the money has not
been paid to the Railway Department,
obviously it will have to be collected.
Why cannot we have s plain statement
of the position 7 The Premier says the
balance is influenced by this £30,000,
which I suppose he has loaned to the
farmers. .

Mr. George : Not he. He has not paid
any money at all.

Mr. MITCHELL : Apparently he has
not. The Premier said—

We have kept .faith with the
promise given by our friends opposite,
also given just prior to the general
election, that any incresses that might
be made by the re-classification of
the civil service would be made retro-
spective to the lst July, 181L ‘e
have kept faith with that promise,
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and it hes cost us something like
£13,000.
I should think he would keep faith
with the promise. Why not? But this
£13,000 is made an excuse for the de-
. ficit. Notwithstanding that the Premier

has had £80,000 more revenue, this
small sum of £13,000 is locked upon as
an excuse for the deficit. Apparently
the Premier regrets that he had to pay
the civil servants this £13,000. I re-
member before the last general election
the promises made to the civil servants.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What promises ?

Mr. MITCHELL : There were many
promises made on platforms throughout
the State.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What increases were
promised ?

Mr. MITCHELL : They were promised
at North Perth. ’

Mr. Swan : What about North Perth ?
The member for North Perth never
promised them anything.

Mr. MITCHELL : In aeny event, the
Premier knew of these increases before
he brought his Estimates down.

The Premier: T did not say anything
of the kind ; the re-classification was not
out,

Mr. MITCHELL : The Premier knew
he would have to pay something and
make provision for something. He also
knew of the accounts that were carried
aover that would have to be paid for;
still he is £100,000 out on his Estimates
for 11 months.
» The Premier :
know.

Mr. MITCHELL : The figures pub-
lished show £180,000 for eleven months,
as against £104,000 estimated for the
year.

The Premier : That was at the end of
May.

Mr. MITCHELL : Of course we have
not the figures for June.

The Premier : If we get the same bal-
ance as you did last year it will look a bit
different.

Mr. MITCHELL : The Premier says
that they have not sold town lots. Why
‘not ? The Premier knew he would not
sell town lots when he made up his
Estimates. In any event, I question

That is more than T
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whether the Minister for Lands had the
right to withdraw these lands from sale.
I know it will seriously embarrass the
Treasurer in the future, because the sale
of town lots provided & good desl of
revenue in the past. There is a good
deal of expenditure in connection with
the opening up of townsites in the
direction of clearing roads and providing
water supplies, and in other directions ;
end if the Premier is going to do it
on the £1 or 30s. a year from each
town lot, the texpayers will have to
suffer a good deal. There is no reason
why the Government should not sell
town lots. There is no reason why the
Premier should use this as an excuse for

the deficit. The Savings Bank trouble
i8 a serious one.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Where is the
trouble ?

Mr. MITCHELL: The trouble is

that Mr. PFisher will have our money.
I agree that the Treasurer has taken
a wise course. It is not a bit of use
fighting the Federal Treasurer; e
has too much money. I understand
the Premier has had notice to leave the
post offices and transfer the business
somewhere else, but the finances of this
country will not bear the strain of
opening up branches of the Savings
Bank in every town throughout the
State. Obwviously, also, if we opened
up these offices, it is still & matter of
interest. If the Federal Treasurer will
offer more interest than the State can
pay—and the State cannot pay more
than the rate at which it can borrow
money—the Federal Treasurer then is
bound to get the money. Tf the Premier
says he is guaranteed as to the four &nd
a-quarter millions on deposit, and 75
per cent. of future deposits

The Premier : Of the excess of deposits
over withdrawals.

Mr. MITCHELL:
guaranteed ?

The Premier : That will be part of the
agreement Mr. Fisher offered at the
Premiers’ Conference.

Mr. MITCHELL:
guarantee it ?

The Premier:
agreerent.

How are you

How will he

By making & final
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+Mr. MITCHELL: Obviously Mr.
Fisher cannot agreeWthat the people
who have deposits now shall keep their
deposits with the State. What is the
Premier going to do? Suppose the
people who deposited this four and a-half
millions ask for their money. What is
the Premier going to do ?

The Minister for Landa : They will base
it on the law of average.

Mr. MITCHELL : That will not pay
& persistent creditor. I want to know
what the Treasurer is going to do if
the depositors come to him for their

money. Is Mr. Fisher going to find
it ¥ The Premier should make arrange-

ments with Mr. Fisher that he should
find it.

The Premier : He has the bank.

Mr. MITCHELL : You have the bank.
You are not going to hand over the
£4,236,000 to Mr. TFisher are you:?
You cennot, unless Mr. Fisher will
take over your "loans. And i DMMr.
Fisher does offer more interest than you
can pay you will be in a pretty glorious
mess, because depositors heve a right
to demand their money. The Premier
said, and he was supported by the
Minister for Lends, that the goldfields
people were largely Federal, and no
doubt would pay their money into the
Federal bank. At any rabe it is quite
obvicus that this is another statement
made by the Premier without inguiry.
It is & very serious matter for the State,
and the Premier should go into it ab
once. Mr. Fisher cannot guarantee that
the depositors will not withdraw their
money, nor can he puarantee anything
else to the Premier, unless incdeed he
guarantee to advance him a loan equal
to the amount transferred. It would
be wrong to ask the people of the country
to bear the expense of maintaining two
banks in their respective townships,
because, aiter all, the people pay. If
the Federal Government have one bank
and the State another there will be &
tremendous amount of additional ex-
penditure involved. That wmatter re-
quires very much more attention than
the Premier has given to it. I ventured
to state the other night that probably
Mr. Fisher would want two millions
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of this four millions, and it seems that
no definite arrangement has been made
with him. One thing that, as much
as any other, has had a bhearing upon
the financinl affairs of the State, has
been the influence of the Governments,
Federal and State, upon private finance.
I admit we had a bad season last year
but, at the same time, the Federal note
issue had a good deal to do with the
locking up of money, and now Mr.
Fisher's bank is also having this effect.
The rate of interest is high, and monsy
is very difficult to get. It is because
of the influence of the several matters
I have mentioned, and I think the
position hes been intensified by the
regulation issued by the Minister for
Lands.

Mr. O’Loghlen : Did not you once have
occasion to censure the private banks ?

Mr. MITCHELL: I do not think
$0. What did T say ?

Mr. Foley: The public had good
reason to censure them.

Mr. MITCHELL : The public has good
reason to thank them for what they have
done. The rate of interest last Septem-
ber was the lowest we have had in the
State for a very long time. Interest
to-day is one per cent., probably two
per cent., higher than when the present
Government took office. I always con-
sider that perhaps our greatest work
was represented in our managing to get
the banks to lend more money and at a
lower rate of interest than ever before.
This is & producing country, and a
producing country needs money. When
¥ou remember that the Government
have declared that they are in difficulties
to-day because they have advanced e
little money for seed wheat and fertiliser,
you cen understand that the farmer is
even more deeply in trouble, seeing that
the cropping last year cost £1,250,000,
This year it will probably he £1,500.000.
This being so, Ministers will see how easy
it was to put the farmers in a hole, and
how difficult for the farmers to find the
money with which to put in their crops.

The Minister for Works. It was a
simple matter for us to get them out of
& hole.
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Mr. MITCHELL: Then you did not
do it. .

The Minister for Works: We did.

Mr. MITCHELL: The Government
say that the £50,000 advanced to far-
mers disarranged their finances.

The Minister for Lands: We said
nothing of the sort.

My, MITCHELL: The Premier said
$0.

The Premier: Surely I cen peint out
what we did without having it misinter-
preted.

Mr. ).{ITCHELL: Then, too, we were
told that the Agricultural Bank was to
do the work of private banks. What
do we find ? The Minister comes down
here with a proposal that the people
were to have up to £2,000 advanced
against their properties.

The Minister for Lénds: No.

Mr. MITCHELL : That is the law. Ii
the Premier did not mean them to have
£2,000, why is it the law ?

The Minister for Lands: They cannot
have it without the security.

Mr. MITCHELL : The law says that
a land holder may have £2,000, will
the Minister tell me if he has pro-
vided the Agricultural Bank with suffi.
cient money for this ?

The Minister for Lands: I will tell
you in due course what the Bank has
done.

Mr. MITCHELL : I know what it has
not done. I know one man who, not-
withstanding that he had £8,000 worth
of security, was refused the £2,000. The
Minister knows there is no money avail-
able for the purpose. However, the
work of the Government has produced
a demand for money from the Agricul-
tural Bank, and it will be interesting to
know how Ministers intend to meet the
obligation. Do they intend to advance
the £2,000? We know that accounts
due by the Agricultural Bank have been
held up for months, apparently because
there is not enough money to pay them.

. The Prerier : Who told you that ?
Mr. MITCHELL : No officer.
The Premier : Then how do vou know ?
Mr, MITCHELL : I am assured the
money has not been paid.
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The Premier: Of course.
based on assumption.

Mr. MITCHELL : The public tell me
they have not got their money. At any
rate, the Minister for Lands took on a
grave responsibility when he made his
regulation, and a still more serious re.
sponsibility when he refused to give the
pecple their money. In respect to the dis-
missal of officers, we asked the other day
what pensions would be paid to them,
and the reply was that each would be in-
formed when a decision was arrived at.
That is no reply. The House and the
country have a right to know what these
dismissals are going to ¢ost, and why
these officers were dismissed. There
was Captain Hare, who could ill be
spared in the department ; then there
was Mr. Despeissis, of whom Professor
Lowrie said he was the most useful
man in tropical agricalture that could
be found in the State. Yet Mt. Despeissis
had to go. Why 7 Of course Ministers
cannot say, but the public have answered
the question.

The Premier : What do they say ?

Mr. MITCHELL : That Ministers did
not approve of his politics.

Mr. Heitmann: Why did Professor
Lowrie go?

Mr. MITCHELL: Because he had a
bhetter billet.

Mr. Heitmann: No ; because he was
tived of you.

Mr. MITCHELL : We are entitled to
know why Mr. Despeissis had to go.
He was a very useful officer, but anfor-
tunately he was a political opponent of
the Minister for Works.

The Minister for Works : He was never
very effective in that regard.

Mr. MI'TCHELL : At any rate Ministers
had hardly got rid of the Tropical Com-
missioner when they selected another
to go to the North, showing clearly that
they had need of a good man up there.
Admittedly Mr. Despeissis was a good
man. The Premier says that more land
has been sold by the present Ministry
than was sold in the previous year. I
hope it is so, but T question the state-
ment all the same, and I will be glad to
get the return when I have an oppor-
tunity of meoving for it. TUnder the

It is all
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system that now obtains land has to be
surveyed before approval, and no doubt
much of the land recently approved
wag surveyed in my time. In any case
the area surveyed is 600,000 acres less
than in the previous year. That is de-
plorable, The Premier said his Minister
was not sending people to the back-
blocks. Seeing that I took them to the
nearest land available I do not see
exactly where the Minister can be settling
them

Mr. O'Loghlen : Why did you not give
them water supplies ?

Mr. MITCHELL : 1 did more for them
in respect to water supplies than anyone
else has done. As e matter of fact the
work T did in that connection is still
being carried on to-day. I created the
department, and I will prove that I had
more wells and bores put down in a
month than my friend has done in four
months. I know, for the very men who
served under me are serving under the
Minister.

The Premier : You are blossoming into
& deRougemont.

Mr. MITCHELL : You always were
one. I give the Minister credit for the
work he is doing, and I am glad that
he is carrying it on. The Avondale
estate is being bung up by the Minister
for Lands. Why is he refusing to sell
it ¥ It has been withdrawn from sale.
Applications for it have been refused.
The Ministers made & good deal of
capital out of the Avondale purchase, but
immediately they get into office they
refuse to sell the estate.

Mr. Underwood: You hawked it
about the country.

Mr. MITCHELL:
sort.

Mr. Underwood: How many blocks
did you sell ? .

Mr. MITCHELL : I sold e few blocks,
and the Minister for Lands could have
sold the balance, but he has withdrawn
it from sale. That is what T complain

of. The Government boast about what
" they are doing for the farmers, but ail the
same the farmers are not satisfied. They
want these railways pushed on. They
want their roads made and they want
money from the Agricultural Bank.

Nothing of the

213

Workmen, too, are dissatisfied. There
iz & depression in existence, and it is of no
use DMinisters saying there are no un-
employed. . Only yesterday and to-day
Ministers have found work at Kalgoorlie
for the unemployed. The Premier says
they have fulfilled all their promises, but
that is far from being correct. 1f is true
that the Government bave bhought
steamers, have tried to trawl for fish,
and have set up a milk supply from
these ten unfortunate cows at Crowley.

Mr. Lander: They are not °* tuber ™
cows like those you kawked around.
Mr. MITCHELL : In regard to

powellising, I agree with the Minister
-for Works that if this process is successful,
it ought to be State-owned. The ex-
periments made by the past Government
no doubt have helped the Minister for
‘Works in coming to some conclusion in
this connection. Most assuredly the
powellising system should not ba owned
hy & private person if it is such a success ;
but the Minister will need to see that
it is. I would urge the government to
consider seriously the financial position
of the country, before going into further
enterprises. We know they have in
mind a State brick works, and the
manufacture of agricultural machinery.

Mr. Lander. Let us hope they will
have & cut at the baking business, too.

Mr. MITCHELL: They are going
to have a sanatorium.

+ Mr. Lander: They have it, and it is
doing good work. )

Mr. MITCHELL: The question of
the manufacture of agricultural mach-
inery was bhefore the country.

Mr. Carpenter: Se¢ was the proposal
for Government steamers.

Mr. MITCHELL : The machinery idea
has a greater chance of success than the
other ideas of the CGiovernment, because
there is a high protective duty in their
favour. T do not think the Government
will be able to supply machinery more
cheaply than at present. I think it
would be much better for the farmers
if the Federal Government removed the
duty. However, the Government have
determined to make an attempt at
ménufacturing agricultural nachinery,
and T hope they will succeed. I now
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come to the charges that were levelled
at me by the Prernier, in the course of
his speech the other night. Before
coming to this, may I explain that all
this is due to the regulations made
by the present Minister for Lands. He
determined to pass the regulations, that
no land should be transferred under
Section 55 until the five years’ improve-
ments were carried out, and that no
land should be sold under Section 56
until the ten years’ improvements had
been made. That has had a most
disastrous effect. 1 do not deny that
there has been speculation. I never
could find that speculation was being
carried bn, though I was alwaeys con-
scious that it existed, but, if there is to
be no buying or selling, the land will
have no value. The Minister has ad-
ministered his depsrtrnent sympathetic-
ally, notwithstanding this regulation.
Transfers go through just es they did
before ; in fact, with greater ease ;
but the regulation has had & disastrous
effect. Tt has had the effect of depriving
people of the value of their holding ;
then, too, it is against the law. It is
quite true that holding under Section 55
is not saleable, because of the personal
covenant, just as with the Homestead
Farm. Neither a Homestead Farm nor
a lease can be sold ; the Act provides
for that ; but the Act provides that a
holding under Section’ 56 may be sold,
and no person would hesitate to buy
land under that. The Minister for
Works was negotiating for a block under
Section 56 and the conditions required
were merely those of working. Why
does not the Minister obey the law ?
The Minister knows full well that until
Mr. Hopkins’ time transfers were never
questioned ; people were encouraged to
take up land, and they ought still to be
encouraged. The Government do not
lose by these sales, except in the case of &
Homestead Farm, because the money
to be paid, and the work to be done, are
the same. It matters not whether the
Premier holds a block of land or whether
Mr. Bath holds it, as far as the State
is concerned. I want the Minister for
Lands to discriminate between the

genuine purchaser and the speculator,
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and to remove the restrictions. « There is
more land offered for sale to-day than
ever. in the history of the State, and
there are fewer buyers. Nobody wants
it, because they ocannot borrow. on it
The leader of the Opposition referred.
to land held originally by the Premier
and transferred to the Minister for Lands ;
it would not be necessary to refer to this
except to show the stupidity of these
regulations.

The Premier : That was not the reason
given.

Mr. MITCHELL : No, but that is the
reason.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is an illegal

“transaction.

Mr. MITCHELL: There is another
thing in connection with these regula-
tions which says that no man may select
under Section 56 until he has complied
with Section 55. I complain that the
Minister for Works has been allowed to
transfer his under Section &6, and the
Minister for Lands also.

The Minister for Lands: No.

Mr. MITCHELL: In any event, I
should have had no objection or hesi-
tation in pgranting - permission to the
Minister for Works to live off his block,
because the Act provides that residence
may be for any five of the 20 years, but
it is altogether wrong to allow the
Minister for Works to acquire a hlock
under Section 56, when the public are
denied that right. I know persons who
have applied for land to complete the
Section &6 right, and who have been re.
fused because they have not complied
with Sestion 55. Is it fair that the
Minister for Works should get his block
under Section 56?7

The Minister for Lands: Absolutely ;
Anyone can transfer to Section 56.

Mr. MITCHELL: Not until he has
effected substantial improvements. The
Minister for Works has gone before the
Land Board, and undertaken, on oath,
to live upon it—

The Minister for Lands: You are all
askew.

Mr. MITCHELL: No, I am not. In
any case, it comes with very bad grace,
from the Minister for Lands that he
should have allowed his colleague to
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transfer his land to Section 56. The
law provides for it, and under that it
could have heen done, but not under the
Minister’s regulation, which has had
such disastrous effects over the State. It
has caused more trouble and misery
than any other regulation.

The Minister for Lands: That is ab-
solute nonsense. :

Mr. MITCHELL : T repeat that it has.

The Minister for Lands: You ought
t0 be ashamed to say it.

Me. MITCHELL : It is absolutely the
case ; the banks are calling up money
everywhere. What applications have
you refused from the Agricunltural Bank ?

The Minister for Lands: The banks
have done that all through history.

Mr. MITCHELL : The banks took over
the security, and people are now seeking
to transfer to the Agricultural Bank.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You advanced
too much money.

Mr. MITCHELL : The trouble is that
they cannot get at any at all from the
Agricultural Banlk, notwithstanding that
they have been injured by this regulation.
I do not want to repeat what has been

said in regard to the land held by the-

Premier and his colleagues.

Mr. Green: Give us Narratarra.

Mr. MITCHELL : The public want to
know why there is one law for one man
and another law for another. I venture
to tell the Minister for Lands that, unless
he allows a fair chance to sell, there will
be no value in the land. Being a velu-
able security, it is important that the
security should be available. In the
course of his speech the hon. the Premier
saw fit to make a vindictive personal
attack on me in connection with certain
lands at Cowocowing and Narratarra,
held by me and by members of my
family. Before I reply to his assertions
there are three points that I should like
to have clearly understood. The Ffirst
is that these matters were not brought
forward by the Premier because of any-
thing illegal or improper that I had
done, but merely because the leader of
the Opposition had mentioned illegal,
and, consequently, improper acts on the
part of the Premier, the Minister for
Lands and the Minister for Works, In.
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stead of replying to the’statements made
by the leader of the Opposition, the
Premier merely pleads that his trans.
actions were of small amount, and seeks
to hide their illegality under large trans.
actions of mine, quite irrespective of
whether or not my transactions have
been legal or proper. In the second
place, I would point out that ever since
I entered political life I have endea-
voured to persuade people throughout
this State to take up land for themselves,
and for their children. I have preached
this doctrine from many platforms, and
in meny pamphlets, and it would be
strangely inconsistent if I had not
followed the practice I urged on other
people. Consequently, I am taking up
the position that there was nothing
wrong in my children taking up land,
providing they observed the laws of the
country, and I shall content myself with
showing that they did this. I shall also
show that wherever a circumstance
arose requiring special Ministerial ap-
proval, such approval was refused,
although it would have been readily
granted in similar circumstances to
any other member of the general publie.
The Minister for Lands has been good
enough to supply me with information
for which 1 asked in connection with
this and other matters, so that this
statement is made on information which
I have obtained from the office. Thirdly,
I wish it to be understood that thg files
covering all the facts in connection with
the transactions in question were in the
possession of the Hon. the Premier
before he made his speech. Conse-
quently, if he has misstated the facts—
I have too much respect for the rules of
this House to say that he hes done so—
and if such misstatement of facts was
calculated to prejudice me in the eyes
of the public, he must have been guilty
of deliberate untruth and premeditated
slander.

Mr. Thomas : That is a pretty strong
statement. )

Mr. MITCHELL : The facts in con-
nection with the Cowcowing lands are
that early in 1899 my son, R. F. P.
Mitechell, selected two areas, onoe of 888
acres, under non-residential conditions,
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and one of 1,000 acres under residential
conditions. The leases are dated 1st
July, 1899, and the conditions of im-
provement date from the 25th January,
1910, in the first case, and from the 15th
February, 1$10, in the second case. These
leases were subsequently transferred in
a perfectly legal, open and proper
manner to my second son, R. B. Mitchell.
As he had not completed his studies, he
was unable to comply with the residence
conditions, and consequently the 1,000
acre block wes at once brought under
Clause 57, which provides for the pay-
ment in one sum of the money necessary
to make the land frechold. That money
was at once paid, and the.improvements
carried out on the land are of twice the
amount required by the Act. These
improvements, J may add, have been
carried out, despite water difficulties,
which, in the case of other holders, have
been deemed sufficient to warreant the
granting of extensions of time for the
making of improvements. The Minister
for Lands told me that he would extend
the time, if it were necessary. 1 will

undertake to get the improvemensts done

within the time specified by the Act,
although it will cost £50 more. In this
case so far from veceiving any special
concession my son has not applied for
the consideration that would have been
readily extended to any other holder.
Tt is true that my wife also selected two
arens’ at Cowcowing, and after holding
them for a few months transferred the
rents paid upen them to two blocks at
Narratarra.  This is in accordance with
the usual practice of the department.
Selectors who discover after paying the
first half year's rent that they would
prefer to select elsewhere are invariably
allowed to transfer the amount paid.
The amount was paid within a few
months.

1t should
a fow months

The Minister for Lends:
not have been within
but within 30 days.

Mr. MITCHELL :
my time it was.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: They should
always forfeit if the rents are not paid,
and you know it.

Certainly not. TIn

[ASSEMBLY.] ' i

The Premier: We would have to
refund thousands of pounds which you
collected in your term. )

Mr. MITCHELL: The swrvey fees
were not transferred untii after they had
been paid into the department by a
subsequent selector of the original blocks,
and this action is entirely in accordance
with the usual practice of the depart-
ment. In regard to the Narratarrs
estate of 22,000 acres, this was thrown
open to the public and advertised in
the usual way. Due notice was given
that applications would close on March
1st, 1910, and by that date e number
of applications were received, bubt not
one for any of the blecks now held by
me or by any member of my family.
Up to the time of closing when there
was o chance of going before the board
no applications had been put in by
anyone. On March Tth R. T. P. Mitchell,
having transfierred his Cowcowing land
to his brother, applied for lot 11 con-
tuining 1,995 acres.

" The Premier: Was he then the
registered owner of the other block ? |

My, MITCHELL : Tt is really immater-
ial.  One son took the land at Cowcowing
and the other took land at Narratarra.
The transfer wes made to allow this to
be done. The transfers were dated the
4th. The Minister for Lands will te
the Premier all this,. He need not go
for his information to the member for
Narvogin who is vindictive. The price
at which he applied (£4 15s. per acre)
and all the conditions were exaotly the
game a3 those at which the same block
had been open to the public for weeks
before.

Mr. Heitmann : But why 2,000 acres ?

AMr. MITCHELL: Because the law
stated 2,000 acres.

Mr, Underwood: It was bought for
closer settlement, was it not ¢

Mr., MITCHELL: I will show the
hon. member that it is closer settlement.
At any rate 1 think hon. members
might listen while I make this ex-
planation. Approval of the application
was not given at once for the reason that
T heard that Mr. 8. Burgess desired the
property, and I was unwilling that
my son’s application should prevent
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selection by anyone else. Even then
the dey appointed had long passed.
It was not until Mr. Burgess intimated
that he would not take the block, giving
&5 his reason that the price was too
high, that the application was approved.
This was on March 22. The rent for
this block was £737 17s. 10d. per annum,
and it is quite true that the rent was
held over for & time, as is repeatedly
done whenever a request is made.
I was under the impression that the
only vpenalty would be payment of
interest at the rate prescribed in the
Re-purchase Act, viz., § per cent.

The Minister for Lands: Six per cent.

Mr. MITCHELL: But when I found
that only by permission of the Minister
could this be done, I at once told the
Under Seccretary thet I would give no
such permission and that the fines must
be paid. This was another case in
which so far from giving any specia
concession to my son I refused him the
consideration that in similar circum-
stances I would have given to any merber
of the public, just as the present Minister
for Lands is doing in many cases to-day.
The Premier said that this holding over
of lands had never before been allowed
in regard to re-purchased estates, but I
would point out that in the case of the
Denmark Estate, where the land is
selected at £10, £12, and even more
per acre, the selectors are only charged
6d. per acre per annum for the first
three years. If the Premier had asked
the Minister for Lands for this information
instead of the member for Narrogin, he
would have been told this alse. At the
time my son took up this block, improve-
ments had been done on it to the extent
of £2,002, and these of course were
included in the purchase price. The
total improvements required in the
conditions amounted to only £1,998, but
he has nevertheless expended a further
sum of over £4,000 since taking up the
land. As to his having rented the river
bed of 25 acres, that was done because
at the time the river bed was within
his boundary fence. This a paltry thing
to have brought forward, and I do not
know why the Premier should have
referred to it. The river bed is open
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to-the public, and in any c¢ase, it can be
resumed on three months' notice, or
even five minutes’ notice. Would it not
have been unreasonable to have refused
this, seeing that it was within the fence
swrrounding the holdings. T have three
sons, all of whom 1 wish to make farmers.
I have already explained the provisions
made for each of two of them. After my
son R. F. P, Mitchell toock up land on
the Narratarra estate we decided that my
third son should join in when his school
days were completed. My wife con.
sequent.ly selected lot 4, of 1,052 acres,
and 1 selected lot 14, of 804 acres, both
adjoining R. F. P. Mitcheli’s holding.
Both these lots, like the one selected
by my eldest son, had heen open to the
public seme time without any applications
coming forward. I want to make it
clear t.ha,t no one would take them, and
they were consequently selected by us.
It being the intention that the two
propert.les should be worked in partnersmp
and in con_]unct.wn, pem’ussmn was
secured for the concentration of improve-
ments. This is & usual thing and was
not done to evade the law or restrict
the improvements, but merely in order
that the land might be cleared in the
way it could be most conveniently
worked. ) ’

The Premier : Do not forget that this

is & re-purchased estate.

Mr. MITCHELL : I know ; the Minister
for Lands has repeatedly given permis-
sion to concentrate improvements,
Naturally the whole place cannot be
cleared in a day or two. The Premier

. has made reference to the size of these

holdings, and has stated that the first
applications for areas of over 1,000
acres in re-purchased estates made after
the amendment of the Act were made
by my wife and my son. This is one of
the matters omn which the DMinister,
having the files in his possession, must
have . known ‘the true facts. One of
those ceses in which any mis-staterments
of fact calculated to prejudice me, must

be at once a stndied falsehood and a

malicious slander. I have already told
the House .that meny blocks on the
Narratarra Estate were applied for on
or before 1st March, 1910, and that I end
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members of my family took up only
blocks for which there were no other
applicants. The Narratarra estate, of
22,000 acres, includes blocks of 1,300,
1,500, 1,600, and 2,002 acres irrespective
of those taken up by members of my
family. The blocks were made large
because they included e good deal of
rough country, a circumstance which
. applies to our blocks as well as the others.
The block teken up by eldest son was
‘made large because the improvements
on it which the applicant had to pay for
were altogether out of proportion to a
1,000 acre farm.

Mr. Heitmann : That does not indicate
poor land.

The Premier: You are too pgood a
judge to take up poor lend.

Mr. MITCHELL : I do not want to be
misunderstood. This block was made
large because of the improvements on it.
Tt was the same in the case of the Oaka-
bella Estate. There were too many
improvements on 1,000 acre blocks, and
that induced us to amend the Act, so that
re-purchased estates might, when neces-
sary, he sold in lots of more than 1,000
acres. That I am not alone in counsider-
ing that about 2,000 acres of this class
of mixed country i3 necessary to make
a good wheat and sheep farm can be
easily demonstrated. Only & few days
ago, on 3rd July, the Department threw
open sorne land at Totadgin, and the
lithos. show in more than one instance
that if the applicant wished to secure
an Agricultural Bank advance he must
take up two lota totalling upwards of
1,900 acres, of which no less than 1,700
acres is clagsified as 'first-class land.’

The Premier : That is not re-purchesed
land.

Mr. MITCHELL : It makes no differ-
ence.

The Premier: Tt does. The large
estate was re-purchased for closer settle-
ment.

Mr. George: No one would take it.

The Premier : Then why did you pur-
chase it ? Anaother of the former
Minister’s blunders.

Mr. MITCHELL : It is not a blunder
to re-purchase an estate of 22,000 acres
to divide among 11 people.

+ community.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier: I hold you have no
right to re-purchase large estates and do
what you did in the case of Narratarra.

Mr. MITCHELL : It is the law of the
land, and you helped to pass the Act.
It was not made for me at all, and it is
not fair to make the insinuation that I
passed the Act becanse I wanted my
son to have & 2,000 acre block.

Sitting suspended from 6-15 to 7-30 p.m.

Mr. MITCHELL: Before tea I was
dealing with my connection with land in
the Narratarra estate. So far from hav-
ing monopolised the Narratarra estote, I
and members of my family hold only 3,851
acres out of a total of 22,000 acres and the
land we took up was land that no one else
would apply for. Neither I nor any mem--
ber of my family has selected land that
we were not fully entitled to select under
the laws of the country. We have never
asked for nor have we been given any
special concession—on the contrary, I
have refused to give my sons Ministerial
permission that T would readily have give
to a member of the general publie. Con-
trary to the practice of Ministers opposite,
I have never since I became n Minister of
the Crown had any transaction with the
Agrieultural Bank, and all the land I hold
is highly improved. So far from having
anything to hide, I am proud to be able te
show my consistency and my faith in the
eountry, in that, whilst urging the people
on every oceasion to take up land from the
State for themselves and for their sons, I
have provided farms for each of my sons
in a manner open to every member of the
I would like to emphasise
that point. The Minister for Works says
that this is all picked country. I admit
that 2,000 acres of mixed country suitable
for wheat and sheep is not toc much,

Mr. O’Loghlen: But we should not
have to re-purchase it.

Mrv, MITCHELL: It depends entirely
on the price. and unfortunately in this
country land is a good deal mixed. The
Attorney General will tell the House that
he does not consider 2,000 acres too much
for a man to make a living on; at any
rate, the law says that a man ean hold
2,000 acres and the law of the land is good
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enough for me, and I hope it will be good
enough for members opposite. I have
already said that the statement made by
the Premier was not provoked by any il-
legal act on my part, but was intended to
distract public attention from the illegal
acts on the part of the present Ministry
instanced hy the leader of the Opposition.
So far from desiring to baulk inquiry, I
seek the fullest possible inguiry. This is
not the first time that my land transae-
tions have been brought up in this House.
Members opposite on a previous occasion
made all sorts of wild charges conceerning
my land dealings, and when asked to take
them before a Supreme Court judge where
they would be examined on oath not cone
of them turned up. I do not hesitate to
say that my record will bear eomparison
with the record of any other member of
the House; T have done my duty to this
country faithfully and well, T want to
make my sens farmers in this country, and
I do not want them to take up less than a
living arcr. I want it to be borne in mind
also that this land was not aequired in
competition with the general publie; I
selected it only after other people had had
the opportunity and lad failed to take
advantage of it. These charges, wild
though they be, do the country a consider-
able lot of harm; they must disturb the
feeling of the people here, and they must
also disturb the feeling of people else-
where in regard to the integrity of public
men.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
than the charges made by the leader of
the Opposition against Ministers?

Mr. MITCHELL:; Yes, hecause the
charges made by the leader of the Opposi-
tion were proved and the charges made
hy Ministers were not. The hon. member
knows that the facts in regard to the land
transactions of the Premier, the Minister
for Lands, and the Minister for Works are
absolutely as they were stated.

The Minister for Lands: Absolutely
wrong.

My, MITCHELL: T do not want to re-
peat them, because no good can come of
50 doing, buf the statements are absolutely
in accord with facts.

The Minister for Lands: They are not.

Ayre they any worse.
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Mr. MITCHELL: Whilst the Minister
for Lands is an artist in making things
look not quite what they are, I veniure to

.say he will have some diffienlly in dis-

proving this charge. At any rate, the files
ean be laid on {he Table and members can
then see the facts for themselves. In re-
gard to myself, T court the fullest possible
inquiry and I hope that in future mem-
bers opposite when dealing with transac-
tions of mine will be eareful at least to
see the file. If the Minister for Lands
had been consulted by the Premier he
would have been given the facts, but the
Premier consulted the member for Narro-
gin-Willisms and thought that the mem-
ber for Narrogin-Williams had seen the
files.

The Minister for Lands:
had the files.

Mr. MITCHELL: He alse had the
member for Narrogin-Williams. I have
no objeetion to having my transnctions
made publie, but they should be made
publie in a calm and deliberate fashion
and not in the wiolent fashion adopted
by the Premier., The member for Narro-
gin-Williams has had some land transac-
tions himself, and T have an interesting
plan here of his transactions with land
in the Esperance distriel showing the plan
which be deposited with the Titles Office
and the plan on which he sold.

Mr. George: He is only yvoung; leave
him alone.

Mr. MITCHELL: 1In truth Mimisters
should remember that the publie know
that they have got these files and expect
them to state facts. It has been shown
that the Premier has an absolute disre-
gard for the position he occupies. TIle
showed that disregard in conneetion with
the minute written by the leader of the
Opposition when Treasurer. Time and
again he eonneeted it with the period prior
to June, 1911, when actually the letter
was written three months after that date.

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : That was only one of the minutes.

Mr. MITCHELL: But that was the
minute the Premier quoted.

Mr. George: He led the House to be-
lieve that it referred to June.

The Minister for Lands: He did not.

The Premier
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Me. MITCHELL: Most assuredly the
Premier did quote words from it, and he
told the leader of the Opposition to-day
that this was the minute he referred to all
through his speech, I have finished my
explanation in regard to these land trans-
aetions. In conelusion, let me say I am
staggered that the Ministry have not got
a better grip of the finanees of the coun-
try and a belier understanding of their
own proposals. The Premier evidently
knows nothing of the arrangements he says
he is making with the Federal Prime Min-
ister in regard to the Bavings Bank.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Is it wise to disclose
them? ’

Mr, MITCHELL: Certainly negotia-

tions between the Premier of the State’

and the Prime Minister of the’ Common-
wealth ecan be disclosed to the public.

The Premier: We are the best judges
of that. )

Mr, MITCHELL: No, the Premier is
not the best judge of thal.

The Premier: Well, I am going to be.

Mr. MITCHELL: The Premier was not
able to give me any information at all;
he did not seem to understand that he had
four millions at stake, he does not know
where he will get the money from if Mr.
Fisher takes it.

The Premier: T éan reply to you, at
any rate,

My, MITCHELL: It would be a wise
thing to do. CGreat proposals have been
made to the House in regard o sawmills,
steamers, and other things, but absolutely
no information has been given. Have the
Government calenlated the eost, do they

know whether they are finaneial, have they

got any information at all?

The Premier: I will give you some now.
It is our intention to re-christen the
“Darius,” which is now at Fremantle, on
Friday afternoon.

Mr, MITCHELL: That reply well illus-
trates the Hippaney of the Premier. Thou-

sands of pounds are at stake and all that

he knows is that he is going to re-christen
a boat, It is deplorable that the Premier
should come here with these proposals and
not only not give information to members
bul apparently not know whal the inten-
tions of the Government are.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier: Ask some of the mem-
hers of the meat ring; they will tell you.

Mr. MITCHELL: Ask some of the
members of the meat ring? Why, this
boat is going to load sheep for Mr. Goach,
one of our richest men, and it came over
loaded with eoal for Mellwraith, MeEach-
ern and Company, and yet the Premier
complains about the meat ring, 1 ask
the Premier is he going to reduce the
freight to Mr, Gooeh on these sheep? Is
he golng to carry these store sheep al less
than ordinary rates? The matter is far
too sertous Lo he treated by the Premier
in this way. His finances are already
overstrained.  Fe is undertaking great
new works, his borrowings in the future
will be enormous; he has from six to
eight millions to borrow in the very near
future, and he treats it all so lightly, [
hope that when other Ministers rise {o
speak they will give the fullest possible
information. ‘The public have asked me
time and again—“why cammot we get in-
formation

The Premier: Where do you hold your
couferences with the publie?

My. MITCHELL: I meet the public
from time to fime in very respectable
places; I never see the Premier there, it
1s true, because he does not happen to go
there. TIn any event some information
eame from a chauffeur, a friend of the
Premier, probably, and of course if the
Premier will associate with people who
repeat what he says, naturally the public
must know, We cannot get information
from the Government or from the officers,
but we do get it from the man in the
street because he is a friend of the Pre-
mier. It is fortunate for the public that
the man in the street knows so much.

Mr, Thomas: Did you say that you got
information from the Premier’s chauff-
eur?

AMr. MITCHELL: No, T did not. This
discussion during the last few days if it
has done nothing else has shown up the
proposal of the Premier to make a grant
to the Trades Hall. 1 believe we will
hear no more of it. It has been said that
this discussion will have no good result,
but that result alone, I venture to say,
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will more than repay the time faken up
in this debate,

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath): The Premiet’s reply to the
leader of the Opposition, more partien-
larly in relation to the finaneial adminis-
tration of the present Government, was
so effective in regard to the transactions
of this Government, and so effective in
showing up the lack-of administrative
capacity and -lack of intimate knowledge
on the part of those who have been so
apt in the past to pose as financial authoer-
ities, that it is hardly necessary to trav-
erse any of the ground. Evidently, how-
ever, the leader of the Oppeosition still
accepts the member for Northam at his
own valuation as a finanecial authority,
and has entrusted to him the task of doing
what he was unable to do on the oecasicm
of his speech here last week. But, if any-
thing, the member for Northam has made
a worze job of it; and not only this, le
has sought to twist a statement of Lhe
Premier into a misstalement of the
actions of the leader of the Opposition
when Treasurer of this State. I deny
that the Premier attempted to lead the
Housze fo believe that the partieular
minute referred to was written in June or
July. If hon. members will carefully
peruse the speeech of the Premier they
will ohserve that he based his statement
that liabilities had not bheen met and had
been carried over to the next financial
year in order to make a better positien,
on the ¢lear statement in the report of
the Auditor General. That report says,
in words which eannot be misunderstood,
that these liabilities to the amount of
£54,000, or thereabouts, which shouid
have been brought to account in the finan-
cial year 1910-11, were carried over, and,
of course, had to he met by the Seaddan
Administration. But further, in order to
indicate that this must have been part of
a poliev, the Premier referred to a minuie
. whieh had been penned by the leader of
the Opposition, when Treasurer, that gave
considerable colour to the assumption thas
this was a practice which had been pre-
viously resorted to——

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is not so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And
it matters not whether it was January,
June, or September.

Hon. ¥rank Wilson: Yes, it does,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If it
were done in September, prior to the elec-
tion, with the idea of putting a good fare
on things when an appeal to the country
wns made, it is strong presumptive evi-
dence that it was the practice to do it
on previous oceasions.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
mier’s remarks.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
read them. I am pointing out te hon.
members that there is no misstatement cf
the position, and that not ouly that
minute, hut the other minutes to which
the Premier referred, written by officers
of the department when applying for ex-
cesges, are substantial evidence which in
the ageregate is convincing proof to me
that this practice has been resorted to in
order to put a good face on things at the
end of the finaneial year. It may have
made it look well for the previous Gov-
ernmeunt at the end of June, 1911, but I
want to emphaosise the fact that it loads
us with £54,000 of expenditure which
should have been taken into aceount in
the previous wyear, and justifies our athi-
tude—an attitude which I may say will
probably make our expenditure look
larger for this finaneial year—in asking
that, so far as all the efforis of the officers
of the department are coneerned, they
shall be concentrated on completing to
the fullest possible extent, the transae-
tions of each finaneial year,

Hon. Frank Wilson: That has always
been the custom.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Those
instructions have gone forth. )
Hon. Frank Wilson: Every year they

have gone forth,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Never!
The instruetions have gone forth, and not
only in minutes; T know that, so far as
my departments are concerned, 1 have
urged nrore than once, since the firsi
minute was issued, that they should con-
centrate their efforts as far as possible on
bringing the expenditure to account with-

Read the Pre-
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in the term permitted so that the balance
sheet for the financial year 1911-12 will
show the true position of affairs.

Hon. Frank Wilson: We have always
done that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Then
we have the member forr Northam repeat-
ing parrot-fashion but certainly in more
halting tones the statement of the leader
of the Opposition that the Premier should
have heen able to forecast the position
more accurately than he did, and at the
same Lime waxing indignant at the bare
idea of the Government having a deficit,
using it as a means of attacking the Gov-
ernment for their lack of administrative
capaeity so far as finances are concerned.
This, coming from hon., gentlemen on
the other side of the House, is nothing
less than colossal impudence, when we re-
member these gentlemen accumulated
from 1908-9, throughout years in which
gseasons were good and the harvests
abundant

Hon, Frank Wilson: And finanees very
bad and the revenue falling.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
Throughout these years they acenmulated
a deficit of £312,000. These gentlemen,
who acenmulated this deficit in good
seasons, now turn round on us and say
that, becanse we have a much smaller
deficit In a year with a bad harvest and
bad eonditions, 1t shows bad administra-
tive capacity. I repeat again, it is nothing
less than eolessal impudence.

Hon. Frank Wilson: We had no sea-
sons at all. There was no land settle-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Jhon. gentlemen were eontrolling  the
affairs of the State; they were contvolling
the Lands Department; and if they were
disposing of the land without regard to
whether it was being put to productive
uses, it is only an additional argument
and proof that the country was well rid
of them in October last.

Hon. Frank Wilson: We settled the
land for you.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Then
we have these gentlemen in a new role,
evineing a great thirst for information.
. They want information on every con-
ceivable subject; and yet, when they

[ASSEMBLY.]

were oecupying the Government benches,
they were as elose as oysters; there were
no Ministers in the records of the State
more skilled in the art of avoiding gnes-
tions by auswering them without supply-
ing information; there were no gentle-
men more scrupulous, when they were,
perhaps, collectively or individually at-
tacked, in taking care to see that those
who alleged the charges were denied any
opportunity of seeuring the fles.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I am afraid you
are unscrupulous enough. .

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
glad to say that there is a wholesome
change in that matter in conneetion with
this particular debate, and that these
gentlemen have had an opportunity of
seeing the files that were the subject of
criticism and of securing from them the
information they required.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Not at all. I
have not been able to get the files, except
those sinee you took office.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Does

- the hon. gentleman want to have the run

of the record room?

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yes, on this sub-
jeet.

The Premier: Who issued the instrue-
tion that no information would be issned
except through the Treasurer? The hon.
member did.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Quite right too.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
hon. gentlemen are desirous of going be-
yond the information referving to indi-
vidual matters, and if they want to get
behind the confidential character of the
executive offices, then I can assure the
hon. genilemen that the Government are
not likely to gratify them in thal par-
ticular,

Tlon. Frank Wilson: I never suggested
it, but T want my own minutes, those T
wrote. I eould not get those.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon, member does not know what he
wants. If he is taekled on the point he
wrigples like an eel until one never knows
where one is going to cateh him.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are doing
the wriggling.

The MINISTER FOR T.ANDS: Tt has
been said that no information has been
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supplied to the public. That is absolutely
ineorrect. The public have been informed
from time to fime of what the Govern-
ment have done in connection with the
purchase of steamers. YWhere iransac-
tions have been completed the informa-
tion has been supplied to the publie.
In rezard to the meat supply, involving
as it does, an outlet for stoek in the
Kimberley and north-western areas, am-
ple information has been supplied from
time to time to the public to enable any
hon. member of the House or any mem-
ber of the public to be acquainted with
the full faets of the sitvation.

Hon. Frank Wilson: There has never
been a statement from the Premier on the
subjeet in the Press.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
subject was very prominently brounght
forward at the time of the last general
electien. The present leader of the Op-
position stated that if the need arose a
steamer would be purchased.

Mr. Allen: “Put on,” not “purchased.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Pur-
chased, or put on. He said at first they
wonld charter a beat, but later on he
said that, if necessary, & steamer would be
purchased.  Then during the tourse of
the eampaign, and afterwards in his
capacity as Premier, the leader of the
present Government repeafedly stated
that if the investigations pursned justi-
fied the Government in the purchase of
steamers, this would be undertaken. The
Government have not taken a lfeap in the
dark. They have not gone into this pro-
-posal without the fullest invesetigation.
and withont the advantage of all that
had previously been gathered together by
way of information on this important
question, while in my capacity as Minis-
ter for Agriculture I communicated with
" all the known pastoralists, both large and
small. in the north-western areas in order
to ascertain the position in which they
were placed, and in order to ascertain
their views in regavd to the proper means
of providing an ountlet for their stock.
In a great many instances replies were
received, and those replies fully eonvineed
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the Government that we would not be
likely to meet with any success if we
stopped at a proposal which would char-
ter boats for only a season, or even for
two seasons. It is not necessary, and I
have never laboured the poini, to prove
that there is a ring in existence, or a
trust of a rapacious character, as we
know them in the United States. It is
sufficient for us to be able to prove that
a few firms are in such a big way-of
business that, by the terms they ean offer,
they practically monopolise the space on
the chartered boats engaged in bringing
stock to the metropolitan markets, and
that by the exercise of the influence of
that predominating position they can pre-
clude the possibility of the small pastoral-
ists finding an outlet for the stock they
raise in the northern areas. That being
so, and withont any desire on our part
to interfere with those engaged in the
trade, it appeared to us necessary, iu
the interests of the development of the
North-West, and in the interests of
small pasteralists, a class whom we re-
quire to encourage, that we should sup-
plement the existing means of communi-
cation for the earriage of stock, and pro-
vide boats which weould afford an outlet
for the small pastoralist, and, at the same
time, keep in view the necessity of de-
veloping the North-West in common with
other parts of the State. Now, as a mat-
ter of fact, all this fuss, all these notes
of exclamation in regard to the illegality
or the novelty of this proposal of running
boats to the North-West, are ridiculous
when we judge the position from the
point of view of providing transit faeil-
ities for those settlers, just as we provide
transit facilities for those who have set-
tled on our inland areas. There is not
one member of the House who will raise
his voiee and question the necessity and
advisability of providing railway com-
munication, at as speedy a rate as pos-
sible, to afford facilitiés for the agricul-
turists of our inland areas; and by a
parity of reasoning it is just as much
our duty to provide transit facilities for
the settlers in our northern areas. Now
it happens thai these transit facilities
take the shape of steamers, instead of

rails and locomotives, and carriages, and
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if we are to do our daty we have no right
to feave those people neglected, to refuse
to do whatever we can, whatever is hu-
manly possible to afford to them facilities
equally as good as those afforded to set-
tlers in other areas of the State.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Then your boats
are to benefit cattle growers?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Our
boats are to bave all-round benefit. They
are to benefit the producers in the North-
West, and they are to benefit the con-
sumers in the South, and, as a matter of
fact, they are going to prove of more
material benefit than any other facilities
which have been provided in recent years
to any body of citizens in any portion
of the State.

Hoen. Frank Wilson: Are you going
to reduce the freights then?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1If
.the hon. gentleman will give notice of all
these questions he will elieit all the de-
sired information.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Are you going to
benefit the cattle grower?

The Attorney General: Talk about in-
terruptions!

Hon. Frank Wilson: Are you going to
benefit the cattle grower, Mr. Sam MeKay
for instance.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
are going to benefit them all; we are
going to benefit the producers in that we
are going {o give them an outlet for their
stoek, which has previously been denied,
and we are going to benefit the consumer
in that we are going to give him an in-
ereased supply, and I hope and helieve,
a supply at a cheaper rate. Now we have
heard a great deal of the fact that the
leader of the Opposition and his fol-
lowers are just as desirons as the Govern-
ment of redueing the cost of living, but
the hon. genileman tells us that his plan
was to establish freezing works at Wynd-
ham. Now thal appears to me to show
a lack of business capacity on the part
of the leader of the Qpposition; eertainly
the Government, in underiaking this
scheme, do not follow the desire of the
hon. gentleman, which is to meet a cer-
tain loss for a cousiderable pertod of

time until we can educate our consumers
io take frozen meat——

Hon. Frank Wilson: Chilled nieat.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Or
chilled meat, in place of the fresh ar-
tiele. .

Hon. Frank Wilson: They wouid not
know chilled meat from fresh meat.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
is true. 1 quite admit that consumers
might be {aking chilled meat, or even
frozen meat, and not know it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They would
searcely take frozen meat without know-
ing it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I be-
lieve some of the people have frozen mut-
ton fraded on them to-day and accept it
as fresh; but the Government are not in
the position of carrying on this deceit.
If we were to embark on this proposal,
not only the man in the street, but every
member of the public, would know that
we were hringing chilled or frozen meat
to supply the metropolifan area, and we
would have a long and hard row to hoe,
and would involve ourselves in consider-
able loss, before we eduneated the public to
accept it in leu of the fresh article.

My, George: Does not the law provide
that frozen meat muost bear a label?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member knows that people do a lot of
things contrary to what the law provides.
That applies to frozen meat, and I may
tell ihe hon. gentieman that at the present
Hime we are investigating that snhject with
a view of taking aciion; but action is very
difficult, owing to the insufficiency of the
law. Now that is the position. We are
not prepared to spend (he raxpayers’
money in a propaganda eampaign of con-
vineing (he people - they ought to eat
chilled meat, because the leader ot the
Opposition, in order to be eontrary to us,
says thaf the only way of dealing with
the problem is to establish chilling or
freezing works at Wyndham.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Not merely to be
contrary; it has always been my policy.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And
then we also have to determine that while
it is a comparatively easy problem teo
market frozen mautton, i is agreed on all
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Lands by those who are authorities on the
subject—and I go for my authority to a
work recently published on the freezing
of meat—that it is a much more difficult
project to market frozen heef, and that,
s0 far as onr north-western areas ure
concerned, the number of stock of the
quality available for freezing which conld
be sent to the markets of the world to
conipefe with the besi qualities of frozen
heef, are small in the extreme, and of such
a limited character as to make the proba-
bility of the projeet being successfnl a
very visionary one.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yowr expert does
not tell you that,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
taking the accepted opinion of the best
anthorities in the world, those who give
a great deal of thought to the subject.
Until an aftempt is made, either by co-
operative or Government effort, to im-
prove the stock in the North-West, I am
quite satisfied from that point of view,
and also from the point of view of the
remoteness of the area where the chilling
works will be established, and the neces-
sarily high cost of production involved,
that the proposal to meet the diffienity by
freezing and chilling works is a visionary
one indeed, and one which will not stand
eomparisan with the scheme the people
require, namely, the bringing down of

fresh meai and placing it on the market

at the cheapest rate. Now the member
for Northam got himself hopelessly in-
volved when dealing with the guestion of
the increase of expenditure, and the loss
of revenue in certain quarters, which, as
the Premier pointed out, involved the de-
ficit which was foreseen and predieted
when the financial statement was made
last Decernber. For instance, the £50,000
matter, upon which the member for Nor-
tham got so mixed, the £50,000 which was
extra expenditure, or rather which really
represented loss of revenue-producing
power on the railways, was the £50,000
which was involved in hauling water
where, in previous seasons, with a normal
rainfall, it was nol necessary to 'haul
water, or only a very small guantity in-
deed.

Mr. George: Is there no return from
that?

[ O]
o
(W]

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The
Premier was referring to the water which
was required for the Railway Depart-
ment’s own purposes. Along the Great
Southern the department bad to haul
water considerable distances, and along the
Duwmbleyung railway, for their own use.
Water was hauled also along the Dowerin-
Merredin  line, the Collie-Narrogin line,
and along the vailway in the Geraldion
distriet; and naturaly this haulage of
water, caused by the abnormal season, re-
duced the revenue-enrning capacity of the
railways. Then the Premier was quite
justified in referring to the amount in-
velved in fulfilling the promise that the
reclassification wonld date back to July,
1911. We could not then determine what
the awavd of the re-classification board
would be, and therefore it could not be
taken into account in predicting the
amount of the finances for the year just
ended. Then the amount of revenue
which we would lose through the post-
ponement of the payment of rents could
not be forecasted, and, as a matter of
fact, the amount exceeded even the ex-
pectations I formed when the Estimates
of Revenue for my particular de-
partment were being prepared. We
found that a very much larger cirele
of settlers were affected, and this
has resulted in a - loss of revenne
which has been roughly estimated to be
no less than £37,000, if not more than
that amount. 1In regard to the sale of
town lots, I readily admit that we have
lost revenue for this curremt year, We
have lost revenue for the years over
which the payment for town lots would
have been spread if we had effected the
sale, but the Government is giving some
eonsideration to posterity, and in ‘the
consideration we have made for the dis-
posal of Crown lands, we ean say, with
all justification, that the revenue from
this souree will be really revenue, and not,
as In the ease of sales, a disposition of
part of our capital. Then the hon. mem-
ber for Northam is very much concerned
because he said we had not sold as much
land as was sold in previous years, and
he went on to assure us, with the air of

a great authority on political economy,
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that we could not be prosperous unless we
were selling land. As a matter of faet,
I am indiffevent on the question of having
a large area of land selected. 1 would
be quite content to have one quarter of
the area selected, if, at the same time,
I could be assured that the area brought
under cultivation was inereased fourfold.
The prosperity of this State rests, not
on the ease and rapidity with which land
is selected, but on the earnestness, and
the legitinxate purpose with which the land
is developed and utilised for productive
- purposes. The hon. gentleman says that
I am not selling the Avondale estate. As
a maiter of fact I have reserved portion
of it, because it may be possible that the
University, when established, will desire
to have a suitable area of land for an
agricultural college, and while they may
not decide that this is a suitable place,
I have reserved if, and am awaiting their
decision on the matter, becaunse, if it is
not utilised for that purpose, the Agri-
eunltural Department can utilise it to great
advantage as a farm for the growth of
pure seed wheat with which to supply
farmers. In regard to the value of the
land ontside that partienlar park reserve,
1 have had an offer for it, bui the re-
quest was for a big area. I understand
that the area was resumed for closer set-
tlement purposes, and it is certainly eon-
trary to the principles of the Agrienltural
Lands Purchase Act, and contrary to the
interests of the estate, if, after resuming
it, we allow it to go out into large areas
again, and permit the same old order to
continue.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is eut up inte
small farms, is it not?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member for Northam said he is op-
posed to speeulation in lands, and was
quite unaware that it was going on,
a matter of faet, it would only have been
necessary for him to investigate the rea-
sons why so many eaveats were inter-
leaved in the files dealing with selecions,
and particnlarly selections under non-
residential conditions, for him to have
obtained a conception of the enormons
extent to which traficking in these areas
to the exclusion of legitimate develop-

Asg,

ment, and {o the detriment of genuine
settlers, was proceeding. In this connee-
tion I would explain my position in re-
gard to what is known as selection under
Section 56, There is a very vital differ-
ence between the position of the selector
under Section 56, when the selection has
been taken on as a new propesition, and
when it has been held for a period of
two years. I have no objeetion, and T
never have objected, to providing facili-
ties for people to aequire land, even if
they are not in a position to go on the
land immediately, so long as they are pre-
pared to develop it legitimately. The
trouble in connection with Section 36 has
been that the position under the Aect is,
or has been up to the present time, that
the selector can take up the Iand and cam
hold it for one year and nine months, or
one year and eleven months, if he can
put on sufficient labour at the end of that
term, without the Lands Department or
the Minister being able to question him
on the secore that no improvemenis had
been effected. People can hold this land
for a term of two years before we ean
proceed to inquire whether the conditions
are fnlfilled, or whether we ean forfeif
it if the conditions are not; and this has
been a ready means by which speculation
has heen enconraged under this secfion.
But after the two years are up, and the
selector ean be called upon to show the
eause why the improvements have not
been effected, the situation is enfirely
different. When 1 was faced with the
position of discouraging the holding
of land which was unused, in order
that those desircus of settling might
secure blocks, I decided that the
selector nnder residential eonditions should
have first consideration, because he has
to show his bona-fides by taking up his
residence within a period of six months.
If he takes up his residence, it is
fairly good evidence that he intends
to improve the block to comply with the
eonditions, and so add to the productive
area of agrieultural land in the State.
This is the position in regard to Section
56, and T found it was under this par-
ticular section that the trafficking was
going on, I join igsne with the hon. mem-
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ber for Northam in saying that the traf-
ficking going on in unimproved areas was
detrimental to the interests of the State.
It was detrimental because the man
looking for land to settie npon had prac-
tically to pay a premium amounting in
instances that I know of to £1,000. That
is £1,000 to go on an unimproved block
in order to have the oppeortunity to build
up a Farm. That money which a man has
to pay to the one who is the illegitimate
holder of a block—it is illegitimate in the
moral sense—should be available to use
in fencing and buying stock and enabling
the holder to reach a peried of sunceessful
development before he otherwise eould.
I was determined, as far as my adminis-
tralion was concerned, to see that justice
was done to the man who was anxious fo
go on the land and work it, and to pre-
vent him from being fleeced by people
who erowd round the Lands Department
with the sole object of taking up land out
of which they can make £100 or £200 or
£300 in the week after.

Mr. Mitehell: That money should de-
velop the land.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
When it comes to the administration of
.these sections, T have undertaken a great
amount of work, my one objeet being to
increase the area of land brought under
cultivation year by year., In dealing with
these varions applications, I can say with
truthfulness that the Aect has been ad-
ministered without favour to anyone. As
the hon. member for Northam said, if his
son eame along and could show good
¢anse why he should secure the same con-
sideration which was extended to other
settlers, he would have seeured it without
question. I have practically based my
administration with regard to the im-
provement conditions on gelections on
these lines. Where a homestead farm was
held, if the settler eould show substantial
improvements and conld assure me that
at the end of a certain term he intended
to take up his residence, no objection was
offered to his seeuring exemption from
residence for that period. If, on the other
hand, he held a homestead farm and had
earried out substantial improvements, but
there was no intention on his part to take
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up his residence, then the instruction was
that he had to eonvert to non-residential
conditions—that is under Section 56—
and if substantial improvements were
effected, in the way of eclearing and
bringing land under eunltivation, then that
settler was allowed to convert, That con-
cession was extended to the Minister for
Works as it was to other settlers.

Hon, Frauk Wilson: But he did not
effect improvements.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
has,

Hon. Frank Wilson:
transferred.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It has
only been transferred since his return
from the North-West,

Hon, Frank Wilson:
on his farm to work it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He
had 50 acres under erop, and 100 cieared,
and a two-rcomed house. He had sub-
stantial improvements, betler than the
usnal run of improvements, and having
evineed his bona fides by carrying out
these improvements, I offered no objection
in this as in other cases to having the land
converted. He is doing what I desire to
see setllers do, namely cultivating the land
and adding to the productive area, and
thus providing freight for the railways
and assisting in the development and add-
ing to the prosperity of this State. In
regard to my own case, the hon. the leader
of the Opposition’is absolutely inaceurate
in some of the statements he has made. I
can assure the hon. member that, when the
transfer was effected, I had improvements
te the amount stipulated in the Land Act.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What about the
15 months that elapsed when there were
no improvements and no residence.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
BDepartment permitted me to hold the land
that is a question of the administration af
that time. I ean say that when that land
was transferred the improvements were
effected, and since I have acquired it these
improvements have gone steadily on until
it can bear comparison with, and I can
call witnesses to say, that it is as well im-
proved as any farm in thai disirict. It
has been carried on legitimately as a farm

He

Not when it was

He never went
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and T iotend to retain it as a farm and
improve it. And I have no intention of
speculating in it or attempting to defeat
any of the regulations under whieh the
land is held. Now we are told, and I think
it is a scandalous statement coming from
a responsible member of Parliament, that
the banks ave refusing to lend money to
the farmers becauze of my administration
of the Lands Department. I say that is
absolutely untrue, and, while it may be
good enough for the purblind eritic in the
street, it is unpatriotic and ahsolutely
wrong for hon, members to make that
statement when they know it is incorrect,
As a matter of faet at the opening of the
Tammin agricultural hall the hon, member
for Northam, who was there, deplored the
faet that the banks would not open their
purse-strings to the farmers in that area,
I know that in Apgust last, two months
before the Labour Government came into
power, the hanks were refusing to make
further advances in the area thus affected
by the dry eonditions. July and Aungust
were dry months and they had ‘then issned
instroetions that furiher advanees were
not to be made in the areas affected. As
a matter of faet my instructions eould not
have endangered the position or damaged
their interests because the object I had in
view, and it has been accomplished since,
was {0 enable the settler, instead of hav-
ing to pay the premium I have referred
to to the holders of land who had taken
it up for speenlativé purposes, to use his
available ecapital, whatever it might be, in
effectivg improvements and so aveid the
necessity of woing so soon to the bank for
help. The hest proof of the erroneous
character of this stntement, if I may use
so mild a term, is that this policy has been
pursued by the chartered banks of Amns-
tralin, and the loan and mortgage com-
Panies since Australia has heen a pastoral
and agrieultural country. In every period
of drought the banks have closed down
and shut out hundreds of people. In my
recent trip through the agricultural areas,
T met a number of men who had been
squeezed out by the banks in other parts
of Australia, and who had come here to
make a fresh start. They had taken up
small selections in the early days of the
Selection Acts in the Eastern States, and

re-sold them to moneved men, who built
up the large areas in the Riverina and in
the Western wheat lands, and which are
now hbeing re-purchased by the Govern-
ments for eloser settlement at big prices.
Of course the banks mmay tell you that they
are purely commereial institutions, that
they are not concerned with the infentions
of the holder as to whether he regards his
farm as the hone of a lifetime. All that
the banks are coneerned about is whether
the secarity on which their money is
loaned will, if sold. return to them the
amount of their advance and all necessary
expenses. The Government, and T can also
say the Agriealtural Bank, not only now,
but in all its history, regard the selector’s
holding from an entirely different point of
view, We try to encourage the class of
selector who regards his holding as his
home for the remainder of his life, and
when he erects a fénce, clears the land, im-
proves the pastuves, cultivates and carries
on farming operations, he proves that
each one of those is a step to the realisa-
tion of his ideal. TIn short, we regard the
selector’s holding as a productive concern
going on from year to year, aund it is from
that point of view that each application
for assistance from the bank is considered.
The bhanks, as I say, are not concerned as
to how long a farmer intends to reside

“on his land, All they are concerned about

is that the security is sufficient to refurn
them what they have advanced upon it,
and not only here but elsewhere when the
seasons are good, when the wool elip is
good, when prices are good, and when
there is an abundant harvest and money
is plentiful, they will go round and can-
vas the farmer and find out if he wants
money, because they have pleniy to sup-
ply, and I ecan say with certitnde that on
many oceasions they have induced farm-
ers to borrow monev from them when it
has not been advisable for these people to
horrow, I am speaking from experience,
and T have had the opportunity of over-
looking some hundreds of instances where
I have seen farmers horrow an amount
equal to £5 and £6 per produetive acre of
their land. T say they have undertaken

too big a burden, a burden bigger than
they can tackle.
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Mr. Broun: The banks would not lend
that much.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
are cases where they have done so, and I
think that in many instances where they
have gone canvassing for business, farm-
ers have been induced to load themselves
up with too big a hability, And history is
repeating itself. As they have done in the
Eastern States, they have squeezed men at
the time when the men have been least
able to pay up the mouney borrowed in
hetter times, and here, at a time when the
harvest was a failure over a large area,
when the farmer found it dificult to meet
his obligations, that was just the time
when the banks decided to bring pressure
to bear, and although I do not know—and
therefore I am not going to repeat it as
an actual statement—that any of the ve-
spousible officials of the banking institu-
tions have declared thal they have done
this because of the Labour party or be-
cause of my administration of the Lands
Department, T say if they have done so,
it'is playing it very low down indeed, be-
cause they have done precisely the same
in times when the most conservative Gov-
ernments Aunstralia has known were in
possession of the administrative offices in
the Enstern States.

Mr. A. N, Piesse: But they are only
applying pressure to leaseholds.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for Northam went on to say that
there was not so much money available,
and any hon. gentleman who knows any-
thing of the results of last season will
have no difficulty in aeccording his ac-
quieseence to that statement. As a mat-
ter of fact the harvest for the season that
is past, basing it on the average return
of o number of vears, was two wmillion
bushels short, that iz to say if we had
had an average return we should have had
two million bushels more of wheat.

My, Broun: But there was 120,000
more acres cut for hay.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hay return was also redaced in ecompari-
son with the average return.

Mr. Broun: Not the acreage ent.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
taking the area that was actnally put

- tion did not end there.
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vnder. erop for wheal, and was reaped
for wheat. I am taking that and taking
the average returns we have had. The
harvest was short to the extent of over two
millign bushels. Hon. members can under-
stand what an enormons difference that
makes fo the position in Western Aus-
tralia. Take a moderate estimate of 3s.
per bushel, and that makes over £300,000
less to ecireulate in Western Australia
than would have been the ease had the
season been a normal one, but the posi-
There was a re-
dueed yield in regard to hay. There was
a-redueed earning power of the railways
owing to the fact that much less wheat
was carried, and ihere was tbe reduced

-revenue derived by the Harbour Trust in

connection with the export of wheat, and
in many directions there was the inevit-
able tightening effect resulting from a big
diminution In our main production so far
as agriculture is concerned, that is the
production of wheat, and naturally that
had a stringent effect. Added to that
there was the uncertainty np to within the
last fortnight as to how the present gea-
son was going to turn out, and T am glad
to say that the prospeets have been ma-
terially brightened, hearts have heen
lightened, not only in the agricultural
distriets but also in the city, and T am
quite . satisfied that, with normal results
this year, that stringeney will he praeti-
cally eliminated. But leaving that aside,
I want to show that with all these adverse
cireumstances, the point upon which I de-
sire my administration of the Lands De-
partment to be judged, is as to the area
brought under cunltivation year by year,
and although it is too soon for the sta-
tisties to be published fo show the area
under erop during the present season, I
believe that T am safe in predieting that
this year will not only be a record but
will also show a record increase in com-
parison with previous years, and that,
too, in spite of the fact that settlers have
been disheartened by the poor resnlts ob-
taind from a very large area during the
past season, Then we are told that no-
thing has been done, The hon. member
for Northam said he failed to know what

had been done for the farmers. I ean as-
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sure that hon. gentleman that a great deal
has been done—done because the mem-
bers of the present Government regarded
it as their duty to assist those who have
settled on our lands to tide over what was
a difficult situation. For instance, to give
hon. members a conception of what it
means, if we have a normal return, that
is, an average reiurn for this eurrent sea-
son on the holdings whose owners we
have assisted with seed wheat, fertilizers,
and in some instances fodder, we will
secure a return of 1,350,000 bushels of
wheat, and 1 can confidently assert that
ibe bulk of that production will be due
to the timely assistanee we gave at a
critical time. Then, again, there are
splendid results which have acerued from
the vigorous policy which we have pur-
sued in connection with the search for
water supplies, and by water supplies I
mean permanent supplies. It is all very
well to say to people during the winter
time, when the rains are abundant, and
when there are water supplies in what is
known as the agricultural area, “Go on
the land, young man (or old man, as the
case may be) and you are bound to pro-
sper,” but I think that they have suffi-
ciently great pioneering difficulties to
overcome without the Government adding
to these by sending them to areas where
the water supply in summer months is
not assured. .

Mr. Broun: I am glad yon recognise it,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
is the reason why I have withheld snb-
divisions from seleetion. I have stipu-
lated to officers of the department that
T want an assurance under several head-
ings. T have supplied to the Works De-
rartment a list of subdivisions withheld
and asked them to give particulars of the
work they have carried out, the results
which have gcerued, and the work which
they intend to ecarry out in the near
future. I have also required an assur-
ance that the Agricultural Bank will
render assistanece to the settlers in their
pioneering work, because it is useless to
send men out with little or practically no

capital to contend with those pioneering
difficulties unless assured that the Agri-
cultural Bank will render assistance,
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whilst, on the other hand, the Ag-
rieultural Bank, as a sound business
institution, has to lave assurance as to
the likelibood of successful agriculture in
these particular areas. Then, T have also
asked for assurances that railway facili-
ties are conveniently situated now, or
that railway proposals which have been
approved will provide these facilifies
within a reasonable time. I think these
are reasonable safeguards for a Minister
to require before he induces men to go on
these areas, because I say it is an induce-
ment when we advertise these areas.
When we post plans outside the office,
and say that these lands are open for
selection, we, as a Government, are guar-
anteeing those areas and we practically
offer an inducement for settlers to go
upon 1hem. It seems to me that I would
have a very unhappy time in the future
if through any carelessness, or if through
any lack of foresight or callons indiffer-
ence to the interests of these people, 1
found in after years that these men had
gone to those areas, perhaps beforehand
having disposed of their furniture and
their possessions in order to take up land,
and had made an inevitable failure as a
result of going on land in uncertain
areas; and I would prefer to see the area
of land selected reduced, rather than en-
courage people to go on areas where there
is not a fair prospect of their meeting
with success within a reasonable period
of their settling on the land. Now, I had
very much that was interesting to say in
regard to the proposals of the Agrienl-
tural Department in econnection with the
fature welfare of those who are engaged
in the agriculiural industry, I ean as-
sure hon, meinbers. and T think they will
know from the information which is sup-
plied from time to time, that we have a
well-defined and well-ordered policy for
the development of the agricultural in-
dustry and for the assistance of indi-
vidual selectors. As a matter of fact, I
was really amused to hear the hon, mem-
ber for Moore the other evening trot out
those well-worn platitudes abont the

socialistic desires of hon. members on this
side to reduee all to a monotonous even
state of equality, and, as it were, fo in-



troduce the exploded idea of dividing up
equally on Saturday. In truth, there is
no socialistic undertaking upen which we
have embarked which has not in view the
well defined object which nnderlies all
true socialism, and that is to encourage
the individuality of the settler, or of the
person whom we are seeking to benefit.
For instance, when we embarked on a
proposal for relieving those settlers on
the overgrown areas to the west of the
Great Southern railway, we did it with
the desire to relieve them of the laborious
and almost hopeless task of earving out
a home from that wilderness. We seek by
expediting that work, by clearing an area
thirty times as great as they could handle
with the labour of their own hands, to
give them a chance years before they
could otherwise do it, to develop their
land, cultivate their own individuality,
and become prosperous setilers on
those areas. When we undertook the
task of pulling down the timber in
the heavy forest aveas of the South-
West, it was not fhat we desired
to rednce the settlers all to a deal level
of umformity, but rather to help them
to clear away the timber and place the
Jand under cultivation years before they
could otherwise attain that stage, and to
do it all at a reduced cost. When in our
socialistic desires we assisted the farmers
in the eastern districts to tide over the
hard tmes, we did it not with the object
of bringing them to a dead level, but
rather to tide them over their difficulties
so that when normal years return, as they
are bound to do, they will have an oppor-
tunity of building np homes for them-
selves and becoming sucecessful and pros-
perous farmers. And so with what is
now something mwore than a proposai—
it is an aecomplished fact—the purchase
of steamers for the development of the
north-western areas of this ‘State. It is
done with the same desire of helping them
to develop their individuality and to eope
with the diffieuities which in ordinary ecir-
cumstances they will have to encounter;
and if, later on, as T hope we will do, we
provide them with stud stock for the pur-
pose of improving their herds, it will be
done with the object of helping those
settlers to tame the wilderness and to
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turn what is practically a large, un-
peopled area into one of those portions
of the State which will largely contribute
to our prosperity. I believe that the pro-
posals we have under consideration in edn-
nection with the Agrienltural Depart-
ment, although they may appear social-
istie and although they may excite the
wrath and ili-considered eriticism of
gentlemen like the hon. member for
Moore, all have in view the assistanee and
development of the individuality of tle
members of our community, We propose,
in eonngction with our State farms, not
to worry about them being commercial

_propositions but to make them an effec-

tive aid to the agrieultural industry. I
not only want io see the area under culli-
vation increaged year by year and each
year io constitute a record, but I want
to see the yield per acre inecreased; and
we can only do it by the co-operation of
the Agrienltural Department with the
settlers themselves. We want to eonduet
experiments, and we can afford to eonduct
experiments many of which will result in
failure, becanse we ean do it much better
collectively than the farmer ean do it
individually, Suppose a farmer makes
a test over 70 or 100 aeres of land with
some new fodder plant, or some new
wheat, or some other plant, and the test
results in failure; it means to him a loss
which will eripple him perhaps for years
to eome; but if the tests are borne collee-
tively the loss is only a trifle, and it
means that the successes as well as the
failures will he of material benefit to the
settlers in the agrieuitural areas of this
State. We propose to try to develop
new varieties of grain suitable to partien-
lar districts of the State. We propose
also to produce a pure seed-wheat which
we will supply to the farmers in small
quantifies, so that by careful eultivation
they can be sure of an adequate supply
of pure seed for their own purposes. We
propose also to embark on experiments
for the enltivation of suitable fodder
plants for these various areas. We pro-
pose to ask for the co-operation of the
farmers in establishing experimental plots
where those varieties which we develop on
the farms under experimental conditious
will be tested under ordinary working con-
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ditions in those partienlar areas; and I
want, abuve all, tc put the coping stone
to these proposals by inleresting the
farmers themsclves in those undertakings
by getting them to eco-operate, and by
doing il syslematically through some
educational institution designed for this
particular work, so that we may carry
out the desire expressed by Dean Switft
that we should try to make two blades
of grazs grow where bat one grew before.
If we can by this policy show how the
yield per acre ean be inereased; if we can
produce better varieties of wheat, oats,
and other produets, even if it results in
a loss, so far as the State is conceried,
the benefit to the agricultural industry
will be impossible to ecaleulate. These
are some of the projects we have in view,
and I think they are a convineing answer
to the siatement of the hon. member for
Northam that there is nothing in our
poliey which should commend it fo the
farmers or which is designed for their
benefit, They, as well as other sections
of the community, will eommand our re-
gard and consideration, and if we are
given a chance to carry out those pro-
posals and to carry them to fruition,
they will not only redound to the benefit
of the individual, but will also contribute
to the prosperity and general develop-
ment of the State.

[The SPEAKER put the question.]

Mr. GEORGE: I move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member is
leaving it vather late in rising until the
question is put.

Mr, Foley: T was on.my feet.

Mr. SPEAKER: It does not matter,
I bad put the question.

Mr. George: When I moved the ad-
journment of the debate I do not think
you had quite put the question.

Mr, SPEAKER: The ayes had already
voiced their opinion.

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. FOLEY {Leonora):. There were
many of the.component parts of the Gov-
ernor’s Speech delivered at the beginning
of this session that would commend them-
selves to the State generally. Then there
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was an amendment proposed by the lea-
der of the Opposition which was praetie-
ally a vote of want of confidence in the
Administration, It has alwayvs been usual
in the short while that I have been con-
neeted with any publie or semi-public
bodies that if an amendment is proposed
the body discussing the amendment will
also have the right to diseuss the subject
malter; but we find that although the
Labour party whe are in power in this
State are solidly in favonr of that much
and ill-abused institution, the eaucus, our
friends on the Opposition side, before this
session’s business was taken into consid-
eration, also copied the Labour party, in-
asmuch as they held a cauncus meeting as
to what their actions should be during the
session, or at least during the diseussion
on the Address-in-veply. But with all
these hon, gentlemen’s knowledge of pro-
cedure and with all their knowledge of
constitution and with all their knowledge
of taet and political tacties, we find that
the Government, who have been twitted
with having no knowledge of any big busi-
ness concerns and with having secarcely
any business knowledge whatever, have
proved the master minds when it came to
the consideration of what constitutes pro-
cedure and practice in politics.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. FOLEY: This would have been a
very eritieal time for the present Govern-
ment had the numbers been at all equal
between our side and the side opposite.
It would have meant that the leader of
the Opposition could have put his case
and covered the whole of the subject mat-
ter contained in the Governor’s Speech
and debated if, and the newspapers in the
State would have been able to publish it,
yet the Premier, the gentleman holding the
highest responsible position in the State,
would have had only the opportunity to
deal with the amendment. So had the
numbers been -at all equal the country
would have judged the present Adminis-
tration hy the Premier’s reply on the
matter eontained in the amendment, while
the whole subject matter eould have been
covered hy ihe gentleman who propesed
the no-confidence motion, and this side of



[9 Juny, 1912.]

the House would not have had a fair
chance if the country had to decide be-
tween the Administration of this side and
the administration that would eventuate
if members opposite were relurned in
larger numbers than those now ocenpying
the Government benches. There was just
one weakness in the Premier’s speech.
When replying to the leader of the Op-
position he said, “The hon. member for-
gets he was once Treasurer of this State.”
In my humble opinion the hon. member
has not forgotten he was Treasurer of the
State; he is not likely to forget it; I think
he has an idea that he will again ocecupy
the position. Well, T trust, if he does, he
will eccupy it and use the posiiion io the
same advantage to the State as the present
gentleman oceupying the position has un-
doubtedly done during his short term of
office, There were several malters in the
Governor’s Speech; but when a want of
confidence motion was proposed by an
hon, member of the Honse I think at least
in fairness to the Chamber and in fair-
ness to the State generally he should have
prepared his ease. If he had thought that
the State had no eonfidence in the Ad-
ministration he should at least have had
matter to put before the House, instead of
asking from the Government of the State
the powder and shot with which to fight. T
compliment the Premier and the Minisiry
on not replying to the questions that were
asked by the leader of the Opposition. It
shows again that Ministers’ tact was su-
perior to that of the leader of the Opposi-
tion, it shows that their judgment on this
question meant that the valuable time of
the Honse was not to he wasied. Had the
members of the Opposition had their way
we would not now be diseussing the adop-
tion of the Address-in-reply, but would
be discussing the malter contained in the
amendment. Therefore, I say that the
present Administration, from the point of
{acties, showed at least hon. members of
the Opposition that, if we have not that
business acumen we have been twitted
with not having, if we have not run the
large business coneerns they say we have
not run, from a commonsense point of
view we at least can hold our own with
them. The leader of the Opposition alse
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said that they had a great argnment on
their side with regard to the ships. We
have the ships. That is all the State has
to care about; and I think, after listening
to the Premier, he at least has shown the
House that the constitutional points raised
by the leader of the Opposition, weak as
they were, ave still further weakened. I
have no hesitation in believing that if the
Admninistration were called upon to face
their makers at the present time we at
least would come back with a sufficient
majority to still keep hon. members on
the opposite side, in the place they say
they are so willing to oceupy. There are
several matters the Government have take
up daring the recess. They have told us
in the Governor's Speech what it is their
intention to iry to accomplish during next
session, PFirst and foremost they have
raised the wages of several of their em-
plovees. They have also given what mem-
bers on the Opposition side absolutely re-
fosed to give, that the State servants
should have an equal opportunity of say-
ing what the conditions of the sale of
their labour shounld be, when their labour
is for sale. Under the old system we all
know that a State civil servant was under
the ban of one gentleman—we will leave
that gentleman’s name out of the question
altogether—and if they were not satisfied
with his opinion, or his award, they had
the right to appeal, but they had the right
of appeal to thal gentleman, The present
Administration are to be thanked for giv-
ing to the civil servanis the right to ap-
peal to an impartial hoard; and, in pass-
ing, T may say the present Premier gave
inte the eivil servants’ own hands the right
to say who should constitute that hoard
from their point of view, That is what
no other Administration in the State have
done,

AMr, George: What; the whole of the
members of the board?

Mr, FOLEY:
union, ' . : ]

Mr. George: But you do not mean to
say he has allowed them (o select the whole
of the appeal hgard?

Mr. FOLEY ;. No; the member to re-
present them an the board... The Adminis-
tration-have also given, more than a living

He has recognised the
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rate of wage, a fair vate of wage to their
school teachers. We all know that the
snlaries doled out to the school teachers in
the past were a shame and a matter for
ridicnle right throughout Australia gener-
ally; but we find the Government, wheu
1hey came into power, put the school tea-
chers on a better footing from the point of
salary and from the point of content-
ment, despite what the newspapers during
the past week have said in rvegard to
discontent in the school teaching staffs.
They also extended the system of second-
ary schools. It is a good thing extend-
ing the secondary schools. I believe
that it should be the birthright of
every boy or girl born in this State
to attain to the highest eduecational posi-
tion he or she is capable of attaining to.
But we find they did not have the ehance.
Also in regard to several scholarships for
which boys in the Slale have comrpeted,
the schools under the Government system
have net had the same right or the same
recognilion as schools not under Grovern-
ment control generally. There is a cer-
tain sam of money given annually to
one sehool in the State. I refer to the
High School. At the present time there
are other sehools of the same calibre, some
of them infinitely better than that school.

Mp. E. B. Johnston: No.

My, FOLEY: We will say that they are
equal to that school. We find that some
of the scholars attending that school re-
fused to associate, from a social stand-
roint, and even in their sport, with the
children attending some of the Govern-
ment schools, I say if a Siate is good
enough to give to the children a school
equal to the one I have mentioned, then
the Covernment should enforce the recog-
rilion of that Government school by
whatever school it is that refuses to re-
copnise it. Ineidentally I am against all
schiolarships, such as the Rhodes scholar-
stip, becanse I helieve it is breaking down
the sysiem of Australianism, and taking
the best and brightest of our boys away
and imboing them with a spirit which is
not Australian; but I believe that when
the Tniversity is fairly started, the Gov-
ernment will see that a scholarship equal
to the Rhodes scholarship is given to those
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boys. We have it on the highest anthority
that when the Rhodes scholarship was be-
ing taken into eonsideration, because one
of the candidales, voung Dunstan, was
attending the Technical School, lie was
deprived of all opportunity of attaining
the seholarship.

Mr. George: Who deprived him of il?

Mr. FOLEY: I am cowing to that.
During lbe time those boys were under-
going the preliminary examination for
the Rhodes seholarship, young Dunstan
went into ihe room. When he was coming
out the boys eompeting for the scholar-
ship asked him how he had got om, and
be said, “I am settled, I cannot be exa-
mined for it.” One of the boys, a son of
Bishop Riley, turned round and said to
him that he kenw he was settled, as his
father had told him that at lunch time.
Now I say without hesitation that if such
was the case—and my informant is the
father of the boy Dunstan—then it is the
duty of the State to see that our eduea-
tional institutions are recognised when
they are eompeting with snob institutions,
such as the High Sechool, Perth.

Mr. George: But he was a Scoteh Col-
lege boy.

Mr. FOLEY: He attended the Teelmi-
cal School just the same.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You are misre-
presenting the High School.

Mr. FOLEY: The memher for Narro-
gin has equal opportunities with myself
of telling the House anything he may
know about the High School. The Gov-
ernment intended to nationalise the trams,
and they have done it.

Mr. Allen: No, they have not.

Mr. FOLEY: They have got it set-
tled.

Mr. Allen: Have they?

Mr. FOLEY: The member for West
Perth has been too long in company with
the mayor of Perth for us lo take him
seriously when the question of the nation-
alisation of the trams is being discussed
The Government said it was Ctheir inten-
tion to nationalise the ferries; they have
done it. Almost all the members on the
Opposition side, as well as those on the
Ministeria]l side, have lauded the Govern-
ment for nationalising the trams, while
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for nationalising the ferries they have
stated that Ministers are really good fel-
Tows,

Mr. Allen: Copley is shaking hands with
himself over it.

Mr. FOLEY : It does not matter, But
when it eomes to the nationalisation of a
steamer service, hifting some of the gentle-
men who were applanding most, we find
in one column of the newspaper laudations
of the Government for the nationalisation
of trams and ferries, and, side by side
with that, the nationalisation policy in
respeet to steamers is adversely eriticised.
The Premier and the Minister for Lands
have traversed the Government’s policy
in regard to the land question, and also
in regard lo the nationalisation of these
public utilities. I wish to speak to-night
of the mining industry. During the next
few months several leases will revert to
the Crown. This Giovernment are in
power at a time when all the brains, all
the energy, and all the thought they can
conjure up will require to be brought
into vegmisilion. Those genilemen arve
there to see-that these qualities are used
in the best interesls of the State.

Mr. George: Are they going in for
mining too?

Mr. FOLEY: The mining industry has
made Western Australia.  Although we
hear land settlement spoken of in glow-
ing terms, T slill think gold is paramount
at the present lime.

Mr. S. Btubbs: T have not seenm any
lately.

Mr. FOLEY: Well, if has not been for
want of looking for it. Our battery sys-
tem was spoken of by the leader of the
Opposition, who asked the Minister for
Mines why the batteries were not crush-
ing; why they were producing less gold
than in the past. In any gold industry
times of depression sre inevitable. It is
the duty of the Government to find ont
what is the cause of the present depres-
sion. It bas been brought about partly
by reason of the fact that many people
engaged in speenlative mining, and having
charge of five or six mines, have sold obso-
lete plant from one of their mines to
another for the sake of profit. Then when
we find these mines closed down, we have
it thrown at us that it has been caused
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by industrial trouble. No doubt in a
measure industrial irouble has tended to
make the depression in miming. Another
thing was the mad boom brought about
during the Bulifinch period.  Despite all
that my friends who have had charge of
great business institutions will say to the
contrary, I conlend that the aections of
one gentleman, who was primarily res-
ponsible for that boom, and the assist-
ance he received from others in boom-
ing up the venture and the distriet,
was largely responsible, were al-
most  solely  responsible for  the
present depression in mining,

Mr., George: Who were they ?

Mr. FOLEY : They were many. The
hon. member is not going to induce me
to mention names until I have some-
thing tangible to go wpon. He has had
equal opportunity with myself of reading
the newspapers. Just now he pretends
to be after information, but if he will
wait he will get all the information he
recquires.

The Premier : His leader made a boom
speech or two at Glowrey’s hotel.

Mr. FOLEY : SBome of our batteries
to-day are nothing more nor less than
scrap heaps. There has been no system
whatever observed, no systematic at-
tempt made to bring about the bhest re-
sults possible from the State batiervies.
Just before one election a 2-head alleged
bhattery was put up in one part of a
district, which was to sway the election.
When the next election came around
a hattery was put up in another part of
the same electorate under almost similar
conditions. Practically there has been
£3,000 wasted on these two alleged
batteries in that one districk. There
is a battery in the Leonora district
which has been repaired for so long that
the gentleman at the head of the depart-
ment can scarcely say how much of it
belongs to the original battery. This
is a state of things which does not tend
to bring mining into prominence. 1
believe myself that when the gentleman
who is now in charge of the State Battery
Department and the Minister for Mines
have conferred on ‘mining subjects gener-
ally this State will be able to loak forward
to the batteries produecing all that can be
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reasonably expected of them. Cheap
water has been provided on some of the
low grade shows, and some of these shows
have been profitably worked at the
value of two weights. I have that on
the word of & man who is certainly not a
supporter of the Government. He said
that by the aid of cheap water they were
able to reap a profit from two-weight
dirt. I can assure hon. members that
at the present time, although the gold
production may be somewhat less than
it was, there is more land being used
from the mining point of view to the
benefit of these working on it than there
was under the control of the late Minister
for Mines. There is also another point.
We were speaking of what is going to
resuscitate mining. Everyone agrees
that the State should assist prospectors,
The question is as to the best means of
doing this. Most of us came to the
State from places where we could go
round and with a dish prospect for gold,
and by that dish prospect gauge what
we were likely to get from the reef.
We find that in this State the lodes
are sltogether different. We find that
men, although they understand mining
thoroughly, and although they are first
class prospectors, walk day after day
over reefs and lodes of which they know
nothing, possibly reefs and lodes of great
value. Yet if a geological survey were
made, they would be in a position to take
their samples to geologists in the various
districts. If the Government had this
geological survey carried out, and assist.
ed the prospectors generally, they would
be doing a great deal towards making
the mining industry again the most
prosperons from a labour-employing
point of view. TIf- the Government in-
tend, and T believe they do. to give to
the leaseholder everything that possibly
¢an be given to him, provided the lease-
holder uses his lease in a proper manner,
it is the daty of the State to see that the
men employed in the industry have at
least fair conditions under which to
work., There is no doubt that in many
of the mines outback at present, Asiatics
are employed to & great extent in, on
or around the mine, and we find the
present Mines Regulation Act is hedged
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in with conditions that are not tending
to make mining the prosperous industry
that we all consider it should be. We
find there are Afgans, Hindus and all
other Asiatics working about the mines,
end in the past there have heen
Britishers and Australians, men who
would be called upon to defend Aus.
tralia and, incidentally, vested interests
in time of war, carrying their swags
around the country. When it comes to
a question of patriotism, we find mem-
bers on the Opposition side of the House,
as soon as they hear a band playing
or the word Empire mentioned, throw-
ing out their chests and indulging in
flag waving, but tho soldiers of industry
are the men who will make this country.
and they will be the men who will do the
work, swhile the gentlemen who do
scarcely anything shout and wave and
sool them on. The employment of
Asiatics on mines is one of the cwses of
Western Australie. I fecl strongly on
this question because there are men in
this Heouse who have never seen it. I
can assure them that the Asiatics also
secure the better employment, such as
wood cutting. On one of the mines
there is & Japanese with a contract anc
he has sub-let it to an Asiatiz, who has
white men doing the work. When we
ask for legislation to prevent this, we
can use the argument that the Asiatic
races have provided for us. We find
that & notification has bheen received
from Mr. Suttor, Commercial agent for
New South Wales in the East, that
foreign vessels trading to Japan are no
longer to carry passengers and cargo
between any ports in Japan. If they are
going to restrict Britishers and British
ships from carrying caigo between their
ports, this State and Australia should
prevent them from carrying passengers
end cargo similarly, and my only hope
is that the Federal Minister will not lose
sight of this point when introducing his
Navigation Bill. Several mines, though
not blessed with so many asiatic em-
ployees, are faced with the fact that
there are more foreigners working there
Members of the House
and particularly of the Oppesition, have
been talking about the need for immi-

than Britishers.
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gration, and British immigration. I
think we have heard more of it this year
than usual, and I think more immigrants
have arrived in Western Australia this
yvear than last. I want to see these
Britishers placed in a position of equality
of employment with the foreign immi-
grants who are coming to Australia. T
want to see the Australian heve prefer-
ence in employment over the foreigner.
In 1909 at the Coolgardie Conference of
the Federated Miners’ Union, I intro-
duced the question of the employment
of aliens, and I was ridiculed from
one end to the other of that confer-
ence, except by those men who had
lived the out-back life. I am positive
this matter will yet be brought forward
and I ask every hon. maember to vote for
eny such legislation which will give
Britishers at least equality with foreign.
ers. When T spoke at Coolgardie in 1909
many gentlemen occupying high posi-
tons. in the State, and some of the
present members of this House, abso-
lutely refused to take the words I uttered
seriously. At present we find that the
Ilalgoorlie and Boulder mines are gettng
their share, and a litle more as far as the
aliens are concerned, and when the
business people of this State find that
the same amount of money is not being
spent with them on Friday and Satur-
day night, as the case may be, in con-
sequence oi so many aliens being em-
plaved, they will begin to think a little.
If they had thought & little in 1909,
Britishers could have had preference of
cmployment over the foreigners, and in
that case men would have been out pros-
pecting backed by those in work, and
morg shows would have been opened up
than we have at the present time. There
are three or four points relating to the
Mines Regulation Act that I think should
be brought prominently under the notice
of this House. Regulations are mede
to ensure the good health of the miners,
and those employed in, on or around e
mine. This matter is fully in the hands
of the Minister, but the regulation itself
is not stringent enough, it is not ex-
plicit enough, and it is hedged by so
many technicalities that the Minister,
no matter. what his opinion or ideas, has
no power to do anything in regard to
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this dangerous occupation. There is a
need for ambulance on the mines. At
present the regulations contain a clause
that 30 men have to be employed before
an ambulance is provided. 1 have seen
accidents happen on a mine and men
have had to he carvied a distance of two
miles on improvised stretchers. I have
known men to lose all chance of ever
working again, and st léast two of themn.
if they had received proper attention,
and first aid, might have been restored
sufficiently to health to be able to do
some good for themselves instead of
becoming a burden to the State as they
are,

Mr. CGioorge: An ambulance stretcher
does not cost nruch. y

Mr. FOLEY : Xo, but, as {ar as many
of the mines of this State are concerned,
less is thought of the men. There is
another aspect of this question—that
the Minister may vary any rule conteined
in the Mines Regulation Act. I think it
is altogether wrong that a DMinister should
have this power, as I consider it should
be the duty of the Flouse to moke the
regulations so strict that they cannot
be varied in any way, and if a regulation
is to apply to one man it should apply
equally to another. However, the great
guestion which is affecting the mining
industry at the present time is that
of foreign labour. When the present
Minister for Mines took office, he issued
a minute to the lngineerin-chief of the
Mines Department instructing him to
see that the Mines Regulation Act was
strictly enforced. The inspectors re-
ceived word that that regulation was to
be strictly enforced, but what do we
find ? When the district Inspector of
Mines, accompanied by the Secretary
of the Miners' Union, went to a par-
ticular mine, one of the greatest culprits
as regards the employment of foreign
labour, the foreigners were kept away
from work and the conditions of the
Act were thus evaded. To meet cases
of this deseription legislation should be
made so severs that the responsibility
would rest on the mine owners themselves.
I believe the only solution of the diffi-
culty, and I am not alone in this belief,
is that the proportion of foreigners to
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British employees on any one mine should
be not more than one to ten. I believe
if this is done it will make mining &
better employment than it is at present.
It wounld be better becanse it has been
proved that where only British or
Australian labour is employed, fewer
accidents occur. We can make 8 com.
parison between two mines on the same
line of reef, one worked to & great extent
by foreign labour, and another worked
by British labour, and will find that
mining costs are less, the accident list is
smaller, and there is a better result from
the labour of the Britishers than from
that of the foreigners. There is no doubt
about it. Any gentleman has the oppor-
tunity of looking over the costs of the
various mines in the State, and he will
find, where mines employing British
labour only are concerned, that their
costs are far below those employing
foreign labour. Now 1 come to the
question of the Workers’ Compensation
Act. When the Bill was being discussed
in the House there was one clause in it,
the common employment clause, which
made the happening of an accident
prima facie evidence of neglect. That
was deleted from the Workers’ Com.
pensation Act. but was not placed in the
Mines Reculation Act, though the promise
was given by the past Ministor for Mines
and past Colonial Secretary that such a
thing would be done. They said dis-
tinctly outhback that it was their in-
tention to doit, yet they broke their word
to the mining workers in this State,
and it has militated against the workers
in almost every instance where a man
has been injured fatally or otherwise.
Those are a few of the matters in ¢on-
nection with the Mines Regulation Act.
There is also the question of limiting
the area which can be taken up as a
mining lease. One of the greatest
aquestions the mining community can
deal with is that of the amalgamation
of lemases. There are many leases which
are more like farms than mining leases,
yet we find some of the mining fown.
ships are just on dead. A big company
can have land all round a town; they
can hold on and do nothing until the
small man has prospected the ground for
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them, and then they come in if there
is any likelihood of their property being
a8 mine. We all know that the deeper
the reefs go down the better it is for
the mining company. Now I come to
the question my hon. friend the leader
of the Opposition dealt with so trench-
antly ; that is, the question of the
tyranny of unions. Last Friday there
was a paper issued in this State con-
teining the following sentence :—

It has been stated that, at a
meeting of the Liberal League held at
Bayswater on Tuesday night last (an
hon.member]in the course of an address,
after referring to several alleged actions
of the Parliamentary Labour party,
and of trades unions, in securing the
dismissal of certain men from their
positions, said—* There is a similar
cage before the court at present, and
I hope that the man who is claiming
damages will get them.”

Here we come to the question of gentle-
men who have had charge of big in--
stitutions, and who should at least be an
example to the younger members of
the House ; but a men, no matter how
young he is or how little his experience
is, would know, and there is no need to
be a member of Parliament to be able
to gauge what a man’s action is worth
when he speakes of a case that is sub
judice. That statement was alleged to
have been made when this case was
pending. I consider it indecent and
unmanly, if I may be allowed to use
that word here; and if it is spoken
from the view-point of tyranny that
oxists so far as unions are concerned,
I consider it is just as great tyranny
as’ any tryanny s union can practice.
Wo find tyranny of unions exists in other
than ordinary workers’ unions. Not
at the present time, but a little while
ago, the British Medical Association were
fighting the Australian Medical Institution
in New South Wales. They applied to
the Government for protection because
they considered the Australian Medical
Institution were bringing down the price
of treatment to the general publie, in
fact were acting as a blackleg wunion,
and they thought the Government ought
to do something for them.” It iz a
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general rule and guiding principle of
unionism, from & trades union peint
of view, not to combine to injure, but to
unite to assist. If there is any union,
be it & medical union or a lawyers’
union, I consider it is first their duty
to consider the benefit or otherwise to
the State, and if they are banded together
and united in any manner to the detri-
ment of the State, then I call it tyranny ;
but it is not considered tyranny by
some people to belong to unions in
conditions similar to those of the British
Medical Association. There is another
form of tyranny that my friend and
hon. friends who have had charge of big
businesses can think over. The Imperial
Conference lately had to take into
consideration the gquestion of bringing
into existence a system of State cables
instead of allowing the cable combine
to have the say as to what the cost
should be; but when they found that
the Imperial Conference had taken the
matter in hand, the cable combine in
almost every instance reduced their
rates. The cable combine can be treated
as a uwrion. I say that it is not in the
trades wnions that this tyranny exists.
but that it exists in the combines that
are run not only to injure the worker
but to get every sixpence they can out
of every class in the State.

Mr. George: That is human nature.

Mr. FOLEY : Trades unions have gone
a little higher and have, if anything,
improved on nature. My friends also
consider, from the point of tyranny,
that preference to unionists is &, frightful
thing. I am not much of an historian,
but even in the time of Henry VIIL. he
gave preference to trade guilds, and
that was mnothing but preference to
unions. The preference to unionists
that my unionistic friends show is pre-
ference to be given to men who have
at least considered it their duty as
workmen to try to benefit and comfort
not only those employed in the industry
in which they are employed but also
those who are going to he left after them
when they are no longer any use to the
industry. We find that when the Arbi-
tration Act was before the House the
last time it was practically on the pre-
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ference to unionists ticket the Bill was
opposed by another Chamber ; but the
present Arbitration Act provides that
any number of employees and an em-
ployer can join together and from the
peoint of reason argue out not only what
should be the minimum rate of wage,
but aiso what the rates should be from
the lowest to the highest in the industry.
If my {friends are in favour of that they
should at least be in favour of giving to
the Arbitration Court the same right and
the same power to arbitrate on exactly
the same lines. TIf they do that, then
they are doing more to promote a better
feeling between capital and labour than
was ever done before,

Mr. George: You must guarantee the -
price of the product then.

Mr. FOLEY : If we can make the
conditions better, if we ean give our
labour wunder better conditions, the
employer is going to reap the better
benefit from our labour; and so I say
preference' to unionists gives the em-
ployer the right to produce under better
conditions ; and if he can do that, he can
produce cheaper than he does at the
present time. I maintain it is going to
alter and better the conditions of pro-
duction and lessen the cost of produc-
tion, and if it does that, the State is
going to benefit ; and my troubles are
not whether a few employers are going
to benefit ; but whether the State is
going to bhenefit, that is all I am going
to trouble about. When we leave that
phase of the arbitration question we
come down to the contract versus day
labour system. I can assure my friends
that tyranny exists so far as many em-
ployers in the State are concerned. In
some of the arbitration cases tried on
the fields, there has not been one man
who has given evidence who four months
afterwards was working on the same
mine. If that is not tyranny it is some-
thing worse. Was there not tyranny
used in & certain telegram sent to the
Commissioner of Railways whereby two
gentlemen now occupying seats on the
Government side of the House had to
gend in their resignations or withdraw
their nominations ? I say that this was
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tyranny as bad as anything one can
ever throw up agsinst a union.

Mr. Underwood: That was only a
circumstance.

Mr. FOLEY: The only reason that
some of my friends will not think it
tyranny is that it has existed so long
they really do not know what tyranny
was.  As for another form of tyranny, I
shall read a little contract. Life is made
up of these little things—

Tenders will be received by 4 p.m.
on Tuoesday, August 25th, 1911, for
driving 200 feet in the 300-feet lovel.
Rock-drills and air will be supplied by
the company for two shiits; con-
tractors to find explosives. Further
particulars and specifications may be
obtained from the mine office. No
unionist need apply.

This was signed “W. C. Hill, manager,
Murrin AMurrin,”  Now, if that is not
tyranny, I do not know what tyranny
is. 1t is an aspect of the question that
was not considered by the past Ad-
ministration, that is, the ‘attempted
victimisation of men who were then
engaged and the unionists. The regis-
trar of the district was notified of it, but
there was no action taken ; neither did
he submit the gentlemen who applied
for those men to undergo any medical
examination. There are men now in
the back country and some of the cities
and it is impossible for them to get a
living on a mine. TFor the two years
before I was a moember of this House
it was impossible for me to get a job in
the back country.

Mr. Ceorge: What were you doing ?

Mr. FOLEY : I took on any work that
I could get.

Mr, George: What were you doing
that they would not give you work ?

Mr. FOLEY: If the hon. member
will contain himseli—I think that is
his own pet phrase—I will inform him.
There i3 such a thing as an Arbitration
Court, but before you go to arbitration
you must exhaust all reasonable means
of settling a dispute. Being unionists
and living up to unionistic traditions we
were suffering under what we considered
an injustice. We were working up to
our waists in water and it was impossible
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to get into the shaft and be dry five
minutes afterwards. The Arbitration
Court gave an award that Is. 8d. more
had to be given for wet than for dry work.
We drew attention to this, and we asked
for the additional payment, but were
refused it. We used legal means. We
went before a conciliation board and
because we kept strictly to the letter
of the Act, I was sacked by the manager
of that mine, who told me that I would
not get any job in that mine or on any
mine where he could prevent me from
obtaining work. Next day I went on to
8 mine and T was prevented by the
management from earning an honest
living. That is some of the tyranny
we have to complain of.

Mr. George: Why did they stop Coy
from working at the West Australian ?

Mr. FOLEY: They never stopped
Coy.

Mr. George: The jury seemed to think
80.

Mr. FOLEY : He is quite satisfied

because the evidence of 19 +itnesses
was all gone over, and in fifteen minutes
they decided to give a verdict, and he
accepted it. But I would like my friend
the member for Murray-Wellington to
know that the jury that heard that case
was not & jury that it is possible for me or
most of my friends on this side of the
House at least to obtain under the
Juries Act.

Me. CGeorge: That is not quite fair.

Mr. FOLEY : The hon. member will
have the opportunity of refuting my
statement. According to the Special
Jurigs Act, there are only certain men
eligible to sit as a special jury ; they
have to possess a certain property
qualification and they have to be gentle.
men who follow certain lines of industry,
Therefore, it is not within the province of
any one member on this side of the
House at least to pay the fees which are
expected to those men, and these fees
have to be guaranteed. It is clear,
therefore, that a special jury is not a jury
which everyone in the State can have,
but only those who are possessed of more
than that which the average unionists
are possessed of, namely, money sufficient
to pay for the jury’s services.
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Mr. George :
raoney, did he ?

Mr. FOLEY : I do not know where the
money came from, and whether he had
it or not the money was put up by Coy.
All this, however, is beside the question.
What I wish to say in conclusion is that
the Minister for Mines is bringing mining
questions before the House during the
present session and it is his intention
also to deal with the matter of pulmonary
diseases in miners—a question which is
going to be one of the most urgent the
State will have to deal with. There is
not in any other industry in this State or
in any other State such a high death-
rate as in the mining industry. Thers
is no other disease which carries off
such a great number of men at a useful
age as is the cese in the mining industry,
and we find that something will have
to be done, and 1 believe that the present
Mindster for Mines and members, before the
session closes, will do something to relieve
not only these who are affected by
working on the mines, but the wives and
families of those who have died at an
age, which should have been the best
period of their lives. When the matter
does come forward T trust that members
will discuss it, forgetting on which side
of the House they are sitting, and will
deal with it only from the one view-
point—that Western Australia at the
present time is losing some of her best
and brightest men by a disease which
can be prevented if the State will only
take the necessary action.

Coy did not have much

On motion by Ar. Thomas debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 10-7 p.m.
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The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at
4.30 pm. and read prayers,
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By the COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1,
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Countinuation Schools and the question of
compulsory attendance, (b) Report upon
edueational organisation, (e¢) Amendments
to regulations,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day— Amendment.

Debate resumed from the previous day
oh the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply and on the amendment
by the Houn, M. L. Moss—“That all the
words after ‘Sovereign’ be struck ont with
a view of inserting the following words:
‘and to protest against the expenditure
incurred by your Excellency’s Ministers
without an Aect of appropriation, saeh
procedure being derogatory to the privi-
leges of Parliament and subvevsive of the
Constitution, while in addition thereto the
proposal contained in your Txecelleney's
Speech, implying that a ratification by
the Legislalive Assembly of such wn-
authorised expenditure is sufficient in law,
ignores the constitutional rights of the
Legislative Couneil.?”

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY (North-East);
Iu eompany with the members who have
already spoken I wish to extend a welcome
to the new members of the House. If
one is to judge by their frst utterances I
think we have received some very praise-
worthy additions in these new members.
1V¥hile congratulating and extending a
weleome to those new members we musi
not altogether lose sight of the old mem-
bers who are no longer with us. I refer
particularly to Captain Laurie, who was
a very useful member of the House for



